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Please submit your July 2025 H&V articles to the editor by 27th June 2025 

HVTC Postal Address: PO Box 30-883, Lower Hutt:  
Clubrooms: Birch Street Reserve, Birch Street, Waterloo 

Internet: http://www.hvtc.org.nz  E-mail: info@hvtc.org.nz 

President: 
Trip Coordinator: 

Marina Skinner 
Dennis Page 

021 792 260 
021 229 9901 

Secretary: 
Treasurer: 

Emma Dobbie 
Jim Cousins 

027 252 5045 
586 2135 

 
 Papatahi from south 2022 

 
Plane crash site, 26 April 2025                                                                                 Photo: Melanie Stoneham 
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  Editor H&V : Bruce Miller   027 563 5966    the-bruce@xtra.co.nz 

 

CLUB NIGHT PROGRAMME 
Starts 7:30 pm promptly 

 

 

4 June : Kevin Miles – Photo Exhibition on 100 years of Tramping in the Tararuas 
Kevin Miles will talk about his recent exhibition at Te Takeretanga o Kura-hau-pō (the Levin 

Library), where he has volunteered in the Archive and Heritage Room during the last 6 years. 
Kevin has lived in Levin since 1978 and was a secondary school teacher in the Horowhenua for 

27 years teaching biology, science and horticulture. His first tramping experience was in the 
Tararuas as a 16-year-old, completing the Main Range from the Ohau River to Otaki Forks with a 

classmate. The exhibition resulted from his interest in Leslie Adkin’s tramping photos from the 
1920’s and the experiences that he has had tramping each Friday with a group drawn from 

Paraparaumu to Levin, accessing beach, river and forest walks between Apiti and Wellington. 

11 June : Peter Stevens – Antarctica with Heritage Expeditions 
Peter is a keen runner & tramper (and has occasionally mixed both interests like his uncle Alan 

Stevens). He was lucky enough to go to Antarctica in his early 20s as a research assistant to the 
legendary biologist Professor Euan Young and always wanted to go back. 

His presentation will compare & contrast his first adventure down to Ross Island with his return trip 
via the Sub-Antarctic islands - this time with his wife (Michelle Glogau - daughter of HVTC 

members Otto & Eva). Great pictures & stories guaranteed! 

18 June : Alan Knowles - Wild Skating New Zealand 2024 
Long distance Nordic skater, Alan, will take us to the glacier snout on Hooker Lake and across the 

frozen Ashburton Lakes in the winter of 2024. 

25 June : Les Molloy – Great Wall of China 
There are so many fascinating myths about the ‘Great Wall of China’. While it is indeed one of the 
world’s ‘greatest’ historical engineering achievements, parts of the wall are certainly not in ‘great’ 

condition today. 
Over a period of 35 years, Les made more than 20 visits to China and many of these traversed 

parts of the Great Wall. His talk covers the history of the wall(s) throughout the Chinese Dynasties 
over 2500 years, illustrating the walls of different periods and their effectiveness (or not) as a 

defensive barrier. In particular, he will talk about the rarely-visited Qin and Han Dynasty remnants 
in the remote arid NW provinces of Xinjiang, Gansu and Inner Mongolia. 
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2 July : Tony Jaegers – Snowboarding at Hakuba, Nagano, Japan 
In February of 2024, Tony spent nine days visiting seven of the ten ski areas in the Hakuba area. 

 
 

 

 
 

FROM THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

– Wednesday 30 July, 2025 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Hutt Valley Tramping Club will take place in our Clubrooms at 
7.30 pm on Wednesday 30 July, 2025. The General Committee warmly welcomes your presence 
at this meeting.  
An important function will be the election of Officers and Members to the General, Ruapehu and 
Social Committees. 
  

 
FORTHCOMING TRIPS 

 

NOTES 
Where there is no leader given for a trip, please email tripcoordinator@hvtc.org.nz to volunteer to 

lead a trip, either as shown or an alternative. 
     

JUNE 

6 - 8 T1 Trip Required  Leader Required 

Sun 8 D1 Ecclesfield - Silverstream  Jackie & Chris West 

  Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park  Leena Stowell 

Tue 11  Moonlight Walk: Butterfly Creek  Chris McMillan 

13 - 15 T1 Trip Required  Leader Required 

Sat 14 D1 Otari Guided Walk (Adv. Booking Req’d 
$20 pp) 

 Bernice Deller 

Sun 15 D1 Red Rocks Coastal Walk  Leader Required 

  Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park  Leena Stowell 

19-22 Matariki  (Friday 20 June = Public Holiday) 

20 - 22 T1 Tramps Based from Cone Hut (SW 
Ruahines) 

Van Dennis Page 

Sun 22 D1+ Mt Wainui (Kapiti Coast)  Kate Livingston 

  Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park  Leena Stowell 

27-29 T1 Trip Required  Leader Required 

 T2 Trip Required  Leader Required 

Sun 29 D1 Pareraho Forest Tracks (Kelson)  Doreen Courtenay 

  Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park  Leena Stowell 

JULY 

4 - 6 T1 Trip Required  Leader Required 

 T2 Trip Required  Leader Required 

Sun 6 D1 Turakirae Head Seals  Anja van Kesteren 

  Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park  Leena Stowell 

mailto:tripcoordinator@hvtc.org.nz
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• Nominations for all positions on these committees will be received by the secretary from 3 
June through until Wednesday 2 July. 
  
• The General Committee requires a Treasurer and a Transport Officer. A vacancy also exists 
for a clubroom booking person. 
  
• We need our members to fill the above positions and any other vacancies so that we can 
continue the activities offered within the Club. Please talk to any of the present officers 
/members of the committees about any of their roles and duties. You are welcome to contact 
Marina (ph 021 792 260). 
  
• Nomination Forms are available at the Clubrooms and from the Secretary. 
  
• Any Notices of Motion for consideration at the AGM should be provided to the Secretary 
before Wednesday 2 July. 

  
The formal Notice of the Annual General Meeting will be distributed to members by email on or 
before the 16th July. Included in this email will be the Annual Report and the Annual Accounts. 
Please note that the Annual Accounts will be presented in a Performance Report format, which is 
a requirement of the new Incorporated Societies Act from 2026. The General Committee has 
agreed to present the Annual Accounts in the new format for the 24/25 year. 
 

Regards 
Emma Dobbie  

HVTC Secretary 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

2025 HVTC PHOTO COMPETITION 

20th August 2025 

 

All club members are invited to submit their photographs for the 2025 HVTC Photo Competition. 
The competition is suitable for both experienced and photographers and beginners - there is a 
novice category for those who have not entered a photo competition previously. Apart from the 
Historical category, all other photos are required to be recent, taken since 1 January 2024. Cups 
are awarded to the winners in most categories, and there may be chocolate fish for other highly 
commended efforts. 

The judge will present the results and provide pointers for improving your photography at the club 
night on 20th August. To allow time for compilation and judging of the entries and engraving of 
cups for the winners, entries must be emailed to mvink@slingshot.co.nz by 20th July. Alternatively, 
they may be handed to Maarten Vink on a USB stick at a club night before this date. Don’t leave 
your entries to the last minute – I don’t want to have to compile for the judge 100 entries received 
on the last night. 

Our Club Competition is largely aligned with the FMC Photo Competition, with some additional 
HVTC categories. The Club competition is the only path for HVTC members to enter the 
nationwide FMC competition. The winning two entries in each of the FMC categories will be 
forwarded to the FMC Competition. FMC allows clubs to select up to two further entries in total to 

mailto:mvink@slingshot.co.nz
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allow other meritorious entries to be submitted to FMC. Entrants must be willing to have their 
images placed on the club’s Facebook page and printed in Hills & Valleys, and for winning entries 
to be forwarded to the FMC competition. A condition of FMC entry is that the images can be used 
in publicity material for promoting the objectives of FMC. The winning entries in the FMC 
competition are published in the November issue of FMC’s Backcountry magazine.  

 

• You may enter up to 4 images in each category, with no more than a dozen in total.  

• An image file size of 1 MB is about the minimum of acceptable quality – and much beyond 

3MB has detail that cannot be displayed. (The FMC competition requires file sizes between 

1 MB and 5 Mb.) Please submit as .JPG or .TIF files.  

• All images must have been taken since 1 January 2024, except those in the historic 

category.  

• The entries must satisfy the following filename format: Code (given below) Photographer 

Caption e.g. ABN Graeme McVerry Crater Lake  

Please take the time to name your photo files in this format - and provide a text listing in the same 
format, either in your email or as an attachment. A few minutes of your time saves me hours of 
work renaming and tabulating the files.  

IMAGE CATEGORIES 

There are 7 categories in the FMC photo competition: – see the definitions below from the FMC 
website  

ABN  ABOVE BUSHLINE (with no human element)  
ABW  ABOVE BUSHLINE (with a human element)  
BBN  BELOW BUSHLINE (with no human element)  
BBW  BELOW BUSHLINE (with a human element)  
HIS  HISTORIC 
For historic shots, please provide a brief background (two or three sentences, including 
naming the photographer if it was someone other than you), as well as a title. 

Although nominally any image taken before 2024 qualifies, the historic category is really 
intended for photos earlier than about 2000, either of specific events (e.g., hut building or 
openings) or scenes that are clearly from another era, because of the gear, clothing or 
activities shown - rather than purely scenic shots that could equally well be taken in 2024. 

NFF  NATIVE FLORA & FAUNA  
LE  LONG EXPOSURE 

There are 5 HVTC categories:  
TOP  TOPICAL (tells a story)  
PER  PERSONALITY (illustrates a character)  
OVS  OVERSEAS (from your recent travels, since 1 January 2024)  
NOV  NOVICE (for those who have not previously entered a photo competition)  
PR  PRINTS 
 

RULES (FROM FMC WEBSITE)  
1. Definition of a “human element”  
The definition of a “human element” is flexible but the general intention is: Where the photo 
contains other than as a very minor feature: people, a hut, a track sign/marker, bridge, ice axe and 
anything else that has been introduced by humans into the environment then we would define that 
as having “a Human element”. But if a photo has what could be called a Human Element but that 
element is very small, inconsequential and not a feature in the photo then you could count it as 
“No Human Element”.  
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2. Entries for the contemporary categories must be taken since 1 January 2024. Any photos taken 
prior to this date will automatically be entered into the historic category.  

3. Definition of “historic”  
The intention for the historic category is for entrants to go back through club and individual 
archives to select “old photos” rather than “photos of old things”. As an example, a recent photo of 
a hut built in the 1950’s is not a ‘historic’ photo. However, a photo of the same hut taken in the 
1960’s certainly is an ‘historic’ photo. Judges tend to favour images which capture the essence of 
eras past, rather than images which qualify by date but illustrate a contemporary age. The prize 
for any winning photo from a club archive by a deceased member will go to the club. The prize for 
any winning photo from an individual archive by a deceased person will go to the person who 
entered the photo, whether through a club or as an individual supporter. 

4. Definition of “Long Exposure”.  
The intention of the long exposure category is for photography of scenes that the naked eye 
cannot normally comprehend. These shots would require a very long exposure and the use of a 
tripod. The category is intended for highly technical images of shots taken at night (including star 
trails) or in extremely low light situations such as caves or canyons. The category is not intended 
for normal dusk/dawn photography, or images where a long exposure is used to ‘blur’ the image 
(such as flowing water, or movement of the subject). 

5. All photos must be taken within New Zealand, which is defined as within our Exclusive 
Economic Zone. This includes the following islands: North, South, Stewart, Chatham, Kermadec, 
Sub-Antarctic. 

6. Rules on post processing:  
•  Adjustments for exposure, white balance, contrast & levels are allowed  
•  Cropping is allowed  
•  Stitching for panoramic shots is allowed  
•  Removal or insertion of features not in the original image is NOT allowed  

Remember to submit entries by 20th July, preferably earlier.  

Let’s all get involved and have a successful competition!  

 

Maarten Vink 
Organiser, 2025 HVTC Photo Competition 

mvink@slingshot.co.nz 

 

A CORRECTION 

In last month's Hills & Valleys I asked for suggestions for new Life Members and I listed the 
current Life Members. 

I omitted our most recent Life Member, Sheldon Bruce, who was elected at last year's AGM. 

My apologies to Shelly. 

Marina Skinner 
President 

 

mailto:mvink@slingshot.co.nz


7             BJFM/H&V/Vol78/No05 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

Please welcome 4 new members. Sally Babbington, Sally Thomas, Heather Campbell and Sarah 
Spencer. 

Also returning members, Jude Spier and Jeanette Jamieson.  Welcome back. 

We look forward to enjoying your company on trips. 

Doreen Courtenay 
Membership Officer 

 

BICYCLE WANTED 

Hello all 

Is there anyone in the club who is wanting to sell a mountain bike? E-bike or manual?  

I’m a non-biker looking for something fairly standard and easy to use. I’ve been told a small frame 
bike will be best.  

If you are thinking of selling, please give me a ring.  

Regards  

Emma Dobbie 

0272525045 

 

TRIP REPORTS 

 

POINT 830 TO PAPATAHI – REMUTAKA RANGE 

Friday 21st March 2025 
Mike Wespel-Rose  

I had wanted to do this trip for ages. We did the North to South version in 2022 – led by Janette 
Roberts. There were about 8 on that trip. The weather was kind. There was an overnight stay in 
Waerenga hut to shorten the day. It was a great trip. 

This time I wanted to do the trip in reverse, south to north. And because I work evenings , I 
preferred to skip the overnight at Waerenga  and make it a one day trip. 

Many of the normal victims for a trip like this were otherwise occupied – so it was just 3 of us.  
Myself and  Catarina and Andrew . 

The weather forecast was poor on Wednesday so I postponed to Friday. 

We leave Hutt Park car park at 6am. And are walking from the Catchpool by 6.35. With torches. 

Into the Orongorongo river and up stream to the Mt Matthews turn off. The river is up a bit due to 
recent rain but nothing too difficult. 
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The weather is clear with some cloud 
hanging around the range top. We find 
the orange marker on the true right of 
Matthews stream that leads us into the 
bush and onto the spur to point 830. 
This is a marked trap line, seemingly 
well trod as the route is easy to follow. 
2/3’s of the way up the ridge we pop 
out of the bush for a look.  We are on 
the edge of the most massive of slips. 
From the Orongorongo river at 160 
metres to the range top at 800 metres. 
And from this spur to the next major 
spur up valley. All slip and stoney 
ridges and gulleys. 

These are such crumbly impermanent 
hills. 

As we approach the main range we move into the mist, the light rain, the very wet bush. Altho it is 
fine in Wellington, a southeast wind is bringing a damp cloud cap to the range. Coats on.  

Now Northish. I estimate more than 2 but less than 3 hours to Papatahi. Long range views are 
now minimal. Even though the country is ROUGH the route is well marked and easy to follow. We 
are hardly even uncertain. And such variety of travel. Grassland. Open ground. Rocky ridge. 
Cloud forest. Scrub. Onga Onga – a couple of attacks. Lawyer. It seems to change every few 
minutes.  With intermittent cloudy views of ridges and peaks ahead or behind. 

My left Achillies starts to hurt. I have probably gone too fast trying to keep up with these fit young 
ones. 

The final pull up into Papatahi has me feeling  a bit stonkered.  

We have a most welcome lunch break on the open grassy high point. It has taken most of 3 hours 
from point 830. 

Down we go gently at first across this high almost flat plateau. Then plummeting down the steep 
spur. Working always to stay on track. Not a good place to lose the trail or markers. Yes there are 
steep loose sections, but nothing too tricky. We expect another 100 metres of descent in steep 
bush but are surprised by a sharp left turn and we are in the open river bed of a side stream. It is 
now hot and sunny. Sunhats on. And the cloud has cleared from the tops. 

At the main river a 4 wheel drive taxi to take us home would be nice. Right takes you up stream to 
the closed  Water Catchment area, but we now have a long plod down the main river and out to 
the Catchpool.  My Archilies still a bother. In the heat the river crossings are refreshing. 

Walking out on the 5 mile there are tens of people walking in to the main river in the early evening. 
Young people. Young adults. Family groups. Mums and das with Kids. All going to stay in various 
huts for Friday night. How fine to see this enthusiasm for being in the hills. 

I think we get to the car park by about 5.45. The car park is really full. 

About 11 hour day. Yes I would do the same trip, or North South again next year.  

Thanks to Catarina and Andrew. 

Photos attached come from 2022 trip. 1 of Papatahi from south (see front page), one of a trace 
from David McNabb. 

Mike  
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AN ATTEMPT ON KEPLER OF THE NORTH (JUMBO –

HOLDSWORTH) 

17 – 18 May 2025 
Neil Parker 

 

6 of us assembled at the clubrooms at 7.30am Saturday morning for Anns trip and Doc had the 
van ready to go. Off we headed to Holdsworth carpark picking up Dawn from the Rotorua 
Tramping Club, who had found out about the trip from our website,  just out of Masterton.  In fine 
and cool conditions, we headed up the Atiwhakatu about the same time as a WTMC (Tongue and 
Meats) party who were also headed to Jumbo. The track went smoothly, and we were soon eating 
lunch at Atiwhakatu hut preparing for the grunt up Raingauge spur. This track is steep to start but 
the changing scenery with bush heading to open tops near Jumbo hut kept us interested. We 
arrived at 3 or so at Jumbo to breezy conditions. 

Brews were put on and consumed 
and the Tongue and Meats had 
kindly left the bottom bunk to the 
mature trampers ie –us. The weather 
was still good enough so some of us 
from both groups set out in blustery 
but very scenic conditions to the top 
of Jumbo. The light was amazing 
here shining on Holdsworth and 
down to the Waiohine river. The now 
not insubstantial wind blowing the 
clouds around to give a constantly 
changing scene. Very 
exhilaratingbeing  

We all assembled back at Jumbo hut 
glad of the shelter it provided and communal Mac cheese was prepared and consumed.  

It was about this time that a 
mystery regarding our club van 
reared its head. Some weeks 
prior to this trip the WTMC and 
HVTC vans were parked 
together at Holdsworth as they 
were this weekend. Doc noticed 
that WTMC had been 
fingerprinted on a dusty window 
of our van on the earlier 
weekend and also that some of 
the same trampers were in the 
vicinity this weekend. Doc, who 
had subsequently cleaned the 
van, was hot on  the trail and 
had stealthily infiltrated the 
Tongue and Meats defences by collaborating on fire lighting. Much jocularity ensued as the 

Lex, Valray, Ann and Doc at Jumbo hut-note the guywires. 

 Ann attempts to stop the signpost from blowing away 
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culprit, after accusation and counter, was flushed out as one of the assembled party and we all 
settled down to a pleasant sleep.  

The wind that night was described as violent by David in our logbook entry the next morning. It 
was also raining and everybody's trip over Holdsworth was changed in favour of a return via 
Raingauge and the Atiwhakatu.  It was at the hut where a wilderness mag was found and showing 
pictures of the Holdsworth Jumbo loop, touting it as the Kepler of the North.  

This all went smoothly and we were back at Holdsworth carpark changing into dry clothes by mid 
afternoon. 

 

Thanks, Ann, for organizing an exciting trip which was enjoyed by 

Ann Hayman, Neil Parker, Doc Watson, David Barnes, Lex Grubner, Valray Climo and Dawn 
Angove 

Neil 
 

BIKE RIDES ON THE TIMBER TRAIL AND TAUPO 

TRAILS OVER EASTER WEEKEND 
Russell Oliver 

 

What was originally thought might only be a reasonably small group of interested bikers rapidly 
turned into quite a large group of eighteen riders and one supporter once the trip was  advertised.  
Easter weekend was chosen, even though it was fairly late in the calendar, to allow those people 
who are still in paid employment to join in the adventure. 

Debbie Labett did a great job in finding and arranging accommodation and shuttle services for the 
Timber Trail Ride, while Robyn Usmar arranged Accommodation for Taupo.  Pat Tristram and 
Debbie dealt with the menus and food procurement. 

We opted for using our own vehicles for transport,  this may not sound particularly economical as 
cars are generally only able to carry two electric bikes but it was known that participants were 
expecting to be arriving and departing at different times and stages.   Not everyone had their own 
electric bike but those that wanted to were able to hire bikes from the Shuttle Company we used 
on the Timber Trail.  These hire bikes proved to be quite satisfactory and performed without any 
issues. 

The accommodation we arranged for the Friday night prior to the was the Timber Trail Farmstay 
House about 22km beyond Ongarue.  And the Company selected to carry out the shuttle service 
between Ongarue and the normal starting point for the Timber Trail at Pureora was Epic Cycle 
Adventures. Epic also provided bag shuttle service and our accommodation at Piro Piro at their 
Camp Epic. This is a glamping tent establishment with twin bed canvas tents, bedding and towels 
provided along with excellent ablution block with hot showers and flushing toilets. Also a large 
covered area is available for cooking and dinning.  Epic provide condiments, tea and coffee plus 
cereals, bread, eggs and spreads as part of the package. Epic Cycle Adventures was true to their 
name and was a good option at a reasonable price. 

The weather on the Friday from Lower Hutt to Ongarue was drizzly rain then overnight became 
heavier. While Saturday improved slightly the rain persisted until early afternoon when the sun 
finally came out. The rain made the ride a little unpleasant and the trail a bit muddy in places, 
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however we took it in our stride and were all smiling by the end of the day. On the Sunday we had 
fine weather and less uphill riding so was more enjoyable. For  much of the first day we rode 
through a mixture of old growth forest, some plantation forest and some regenerating native 
forest.  The trail was mostly on a purpose-built cycle track.  On the second day most of the trail is 
on old forestry roads or old bush tramlines. Along the way there are some very impressive 
suspension bridges plus it includes the historic Ongarue Spiral. 

No significant issues were encountered on this Grade 2-3 level 85km trail and everyone enjoyed 
the trip even though fitness levels might have been a challenge for some. 

Following on from the Timber Trail we regrouped in Taupo for a celebratory dinner. On Monday 
and Tuesday for those of us who didn’t have to go back to work we had a ride along the shores of 
Lake Taupo and along the cycle track beside the State Highway Bypass, followed the next day 
with a ride on a purpose-built cycle track from Taupo’s Spa Park to view the Huka Falls and the 
Aratiatia Rapids. 

Overall the trip was a success so the question now is when and where is the next trip. 

Participants were; Debbie and Paul Labett, Tony Birtwistle, Jo Scott, Frieda Collie, Bruce 
Anderson, Anna and William Liao, Robyn and Frank Usma, Hellen Lukes and Paul Haines, 
Doreen Courtenay, Vera de Graauw, Emma Dobbie, Pat and John Tristram, and Russell Oliver. 

 

Group photo at Camp Epic 

Russell 
 

 

 



12             BJFM/H&V/Vol78/No05 
 
 
 
 

IN MEMORY OF CHRIS HOPKINS 

 

 

Former club member, Chris Hopkins, passed away on Saturday 17th May 2025. 

Chris originally joined the club in 1977 resigning in 2022.  Many of you will have enjoyed trips with 
Chris who was a knowledgeable botanist.  

Such was Chris’ knowledge of native plants that he received the Wellington Conservation Award, 
in recognition of his long term commitment to conserving rare and threatened mistletoe in the 
Tararua Forest Park and other sites in the Wellington region. 

As a painter he decorated numerous club members homes and generously worked at Ruapehu 
Lodge. 

Bruce Miller, Doreen Courtenay & John Flux 

 

The views expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Hutt 
Valley Tramping Club. Any queries or comments should be directed to the writer of the article. 
Contributions to the Hills & Valleys are welcomed and encouraged but all are accepted on the 
understanding that the Editor has the authority to make minor changes if deemed necessary, refer 
back to the contributor for amendment, or return the contribution for amendment by the Writer. 


