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7 May : Emma Greg & Louise Hammersley — Current FMC projects
FMC Executive Member Emma Gregg from Palmerston North will discuss current projects and
issues being tackled by FMC. Emma is also Vice-Chair of the Greater Wellington Backcountry
Network, so is well aware of Wellington and Manawatu tramping issues. Emma will be
accompanied by new FMC Executive Member Louise Hammersley from Wellington. Both are
keen to meet HYTC members.

14 May : Clare Warren — From Poland to Jackson Bay 1875 — My Grandmother’s Story
(and 150th Celebrations)

Clare has Irish and Polish heritage and has always been interested in her family history. It was not
until she retired from a long, varied teaching career, and joined the local Kilbirnie Genealogy
branch, that she focused on researching her Polish heritage. The focus of her presentation will
discuss:

- Background to the Jackson Bay Assisted Settlement

- The reasons why her family emigrated from Poland

- ‘Dreamtown to Reality’ — arrival at Jackson Bay

- Abandonment of the Settlement — to Hokitika and beyond

Her research includes a trip to Poland, two visits to Jackson Bay, the Haast Heritage Centre and
Hokitika Museum, conversations with older South Island cousins, with special thanks to the family
archivist who provided the incentive to document her story - it's been some journey!

Clare attended the 150th Anniversary of the first landing of immigrants at Jackson Bay in January
2025 and will conclude her presentation with a recap of this special celebration.

21 May : Bharat Pancha - Trek to India 2019
Bharat Pancha returns to HVTC to tell us about a 3-week trekking trip to northern India in 2019. It
was done in 3 stages, culminating in a 4500m camping trip to the glacier which is considered the
true source of the Ganges River. Gangotri is very sacred to the Hindus and the temple there is a
pilgrimage for most people. Everything was transported by horses, mules or porters and the views
were stunning.
28 May : Marina Skinner — Kepler Trip 2025
Marina and 12 other HVTC members walked the Kepler Track in February. This four-day Great
Walk starts and finishes at Lake Te Anau, looping up to Mt Luxmore and down to the Iris Burn and
the shores of Lake Manapouri. It was a very enjoyable trip with many beautiful photo and video
opportunities for group members.

4 June : Kevin Miles — Photo Exhibition on 100 years of Tramping in the Tararuas
Kevin Miles will talk about his recent exhibition at Te Takeretanga o Kura-hau-p0 (the Levin
Library), where he has volunteered in the Archive and Heritage Room during the last 6 years.
Kevin has lived in Levin since 1978 and was a secondary school teacher in the Horowhenua for
27 years teaching biology, science and horticulture. His first tramping experience was in the
Tararuas as a 16-year-old, completing the Main Range from the Ohau River to Otaki Forks with a
classmate. The exhibition resulted from his interest in Leslie Adkin’s tramping photos from the
1920’s and the experiences that he has had tramping each Friday with a group drawn from
Paraparaumu to Levin, accessing beach, river and forest walks between Apiti and Wellington.
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L% FORTHCOMING TRIPS t%

NOTES
Where there is no leader given for a trip, please email tripcoordinator@hvtc.org.nz to volunteer to
lead a trip, either as shown or an alternative.

May
9-11 T1 | Trip Required Leader Required
T2 | Trip Required Leader Required
Sun 11 D1+ | Dobson Loop David Barnes
@ | Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
Tue 13th @ Moonlight Walk: Point Howard Tracks Emma Dobbie
17-18 T1+ | Jumbo — Powell Circuit Van | Ann Hayman
T2 Leader Required
Sun 18 D1 | Otari Guided Walk ($20 pp) Bernice Deller
@ Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
24 - 25 T1+ | Kapakapanui Loop Mel Stoneham
T2 | Trip Required Leader Required
Sun 25 D1 | Trip Required Leader Required
@ | Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
June
30/5-2Jun | King’s Birthday
T1 | Trip Required Leader Required
T2 Carkeek Hut (4-5 Days) Andrew Robinson
Sunl D1 | Trip Required Leader Required
@ Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell

FROM THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

CLUB VAN IN PRODUCTION

Our new Toyota ZX Hiace Minibus is going into production in Japan this month. We were lucky to
get an earlier than expected time slot. We're not certain when it will arrive in New Zealand and be
ready to pick up but this is likely to be in the next few months.

Our transport sub-committee of Doc Watson, Ann Hayman, Bob Deller, Chriselda McMillan,
Murray McMillan and Andrew Robinson is working hard on the processes we need to support the
arrival of the new van and to recommend what happens to our current van.

I’'m really looking forward to having our new van for spring trips.

OUR NEW CONSTITUTION

We are making progress drafting a new Constitution for the club.
By April 2026 we need to update our Constitution as part of reregistering HVTC under the
Incorporated Societies Act 2022.

A sub-committee of Pat Tristram, Gerard McGreevy, Murray Presland, Emma Dobbie, Nick
McBride and | has been working on a Constitution since last year. Gerard, Murray and Pat have
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done all the heavy lifting to draft a new version and I’'m deeply thankful to them for the many hours
they’ve spent on this.

Last week the General Committee, the sub-committee and John Simes (as Ruapehu Treasurer)
got together to work through the details of the draft Constitution. It was a very constructive
meeting and we will continue to finesse our draft.

We will have plenty of time for all club members to provide feedback on the draft before we
schedule an extraordinary general meeting for a vote in spring.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

Our AGM is on 30 July and we will be looking for some new faces on the three committees that
keep our club running smoothly.

If you’re interested in becoming a member of the General Committee, the Ruapehu Committee or
Social Committee, please feel free to ask me or one of the committee members for more
information.

LIFE MEMBERS

We have many wonderful club members who have made extraordinary contributions over the
years. Some of these members have been recognised for their services by being made Life
Members.

Our current Life Members are lan Ayson, Graham Craig, Mat Craig, Graeme McVerry, Bruce
Miller, Dennis Page, Ron Pynenburg, Phil Rundle, John Simes, Geoff Spearpoint, John Tristram
and Pat Tristram.

Please let me know if you see any especially deserving members who we might honour with Life
Membership at this year’'s AGM or the next year.

Mariva Hiner
# YTC President

UPCOMING EVENTS

HVTC 2025 PHOTO COMPETITION IS COMING
Maarten Vink

HVTC will hold its 2025 photo competition in August. Further details will be given in next month’s
Hills & Valleys. Please take lots of photos when out and about on club trips, or non-club trips.
They may be day trips, cycle trips, overnight trips or other. They may be close to home or further
afield.

Maarten

mvink@slingshot.co.nz
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NELSON LAKES TRAMP POSTPONED UNTIL NOVEMBER
2025

Chris Keen’s Easter/ANZAC T2 Tramp had to be cancelled due to the weather.

He is now planning to undertake it in November, starting on 15t and ending on 7.
Spaces are available for anyone interested in exploring the full D'urville Valley from Lake
Thompson
3 passes - 4 valleys
The route is from St Arnaud up the Travers, over into the Sabine to Blue Lake, over the Waiau
and Thompson passes into the D'urville Valley and out via Speargrass.

Chris can be contacted on 0226524002 or keen2print@gmail.com.

RUAPEHU ROUNDUP

MT RUAPEHU/WHAKAPAPA UPDATE MAY 2025

Great news, after nearly three years of uncertainty following the failure of Ruapehu Alpine Lifts Ltd
(RAL) and over $50 million of government funding and a massive community effort the future of
the Whakapapa skifield has finally been resolved.

Whakapapa Holdings Ltd (Whakapapa) has been granted a 10-year DoC concession to operate
the Whakapapa skifield.

Whakapapa have announced their 2025 season pass offerings. Options include; free child (ages
under 10) and senior (ages 75+) season passes, anytime and weekday options, and a special
three-year pass for RAL Life Pass holders.

Visit the Whakapapa website to find out more: https://www.whakapapa.com/passes/season-
passes

Life Pass holders have an option to transfer their three-year pass offer, free of charge, to a
nominated individual if they no longer plan to ski or ride at Whakapapa. If you are a ‘retired’ club
Life Pass holder and want to transfer this option to an interested person and do not have anyone
in mind please contact either Kate Brownsword or myself and we will get the word out. Emalil
addresses below.

We look forward to seeing members, non-members and friends at our Ruapehu lodge this
season.

David Biegel for the Ruapehu Committee
davidmbiegel@gmail.com

Kate Brownsword

the.brownswords@xtra.co.nz
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MALCOLM MCLEOD
18 February 1933 - 28 March 2025

Pat and John Tristram

Members who have been with the Club a number of years will remember Malcolm and be
saddened to hear of his passing recently. Malcolm joined HVTC in 1950 and was still a member
at the time of his death.

A number of HYVTC members attended his funeral on Thursday, 3 April barely ten months after
wife Helen passed in June last year. Family members - sons Alastair and Lewis, grandson
Jonathan as well as nephews in speaking at Malcolm’s funeral outlined a kind, capable and
reliable man who had cared for Helen for ten years before her death.

SN They spoke of how Malcolm was a very good handyman, making

numerous objects beginning as a 13-year-old living at Cross Creek
'.1 (where his father was employed by the Railways) making a linked chain
from one piece of wood. With Helen’s involvement in a musical
. performing group, he became the Props man for their productions for
many years. With Alastair and Lewis, he also built a dinghy with
watertight compartments, something a bit ahead of its time.

~

Malcolm was involved with HVTC leading many trips, involved with the
administration of Ruapehu Hut as well as assisting with the building of the
lounge and kitchen extensions in the mid-1970s. He was also active with
SAR, an early call out being more notable for his being able to cast his
first ever vote on Friday, 12 November 1954 at a SAR headquarters where a booth was a tent set
up specially for those involved. He didn’t actually remember much about the actual search. On a
multi-day trip he apparently carried a block of ice cream wrapped in polystyrene for a couple of
days as a treat for the party. Many people will have good memories of Malcolm as a good
companion on many trips throughout his long association with the Club.

Another speaker at the funeral was the President of the Waikanae Croquet Club where Malcolm
was very active for many years following his and Helen’s retirement to the Kapiti Coast. He was a
very good player, winning many games both in the Waikanae Club and Inter-Club tournaments,
running the Club Newsletter and using his considerable handyman skills. He was made a Life
Member in 2013.

To Alistair, Lewis and their families, we extend our sincere sympathy for the loss of Malcolm.
We’re sure you will have many happy memories of him, as many of his HYTC and other friends do
too.

Fat and ok
(with kelp from Mat and Grakan Crap)
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TRIP REPORTS

QUOIN RIDGE
29-30 March 2025

Andrew Robinson

I'd signed up for the great Easter tramp Chris Keen had lined up and | thought a lead-up get-fit trip
would be a good idea. After a few emails | settled on an overnight trip doing Quoin Ridge, with
Chris Keen and Doc Watson joining me to potentially do a repeat of a trip | did with Russell
Clayton in 2011.

On the Saturday morning, David Barnes, who had kindly offered to help with transport, picked the
three of us up and delivered us to the start of the 4WD track into the Kaitoke water catchment
area. We climbed for an hour, getting warm on a chilly morning, then descended for forty minutes
to the swingbridge just upstream from Hutt Forks. On the other side of the swingbridge we turned
right and followed the track that leads into the Eastern Hutt. We stopped for morning tea at the
saddle then turned left toward Quoin Ridge. As | had anticipated, there was a pretty good trail to
follow which led us all the way onto the ridge with just a bit of navigation required near the top of
the spur. Chris asked me why we’d gone right at the swingbridge rather than left and | was able to
show on the 2005 map | had with me that back in 2011 there wasn’t the option to go left. Current
maps show tracks to the left and the right but | rather suspect that timewise there’s no difference
in the two options. Maybe I'll do a day trip at some point to test that theory.

On Quoin Ridge proper there was a clear ground trail to begin with but as the bush reduced in
height, so the trail thinned out. | led us in the wrong direction at one point where the ridge was
broad and that cost us 10 minutes. As the ridge became more defined the track became easier to
follow again. Just over an hour along the ridge we came to the first open patch where we stopped
for lunch in the sun. The open patch, which looked like it was due to a fire at some point, was the
only part of the ridge with track markers and it was some of the hardest going. There was a sign at
the northern end of the open patch and there used to be one at the southern end saying there was
350 metres of fragile plants, and it took half an hour between the two signs which gives an idea of
the speed we were going. Back in the bush the going was a little better but not as good as | had
hoped. The map looked promising in terms of further open areas but in fact over the next two
hours we had little of that until we got to open tussock not long before Quoin. It was quarter to four
when we got to Quoin which was past the time I'd hoped to be at Alpha by in order to carry on to
Elder hut rather than Alpha hut. The preference for Elder was a shorter day the following day and
avoiding Marchant Ridge, but Alpha hut was looking the likely outcome. A while after Quoin we
found ourselves in scrub that was harder going than it looked. After battling that, we had the last
significant climb of the day. At the top of the climb we had a decent break and enjoyed the 360-
degree views. | was able to send a text to David to let him know we would be spending the night
at Alpha hut and coming out at Kiwi Ranch Road about 4 o’clock on Sunday afternoon. With the
climbing largely over, it was three quarters of an hour of easy travel to Alpha where we had a ten-
minute break then made haste for Alpha hut, hoping to get there before dark. Chris and I just
managed to do it without torches, but Doc was more sensible and used a torch for the last few
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minutes. It had taken us twelve and a quarter hours to get to the hut so we were pleased that
there was plenty of room for us, with only three others there.

= —— T ——

The walk out along
Marchant Ridge on
% Sunday was somewhat
2 better than | had
& expected, | suppose
because there was no
bush-bashing required
and our route was mostly
downhill. We got away at
quarter to 8 which |
hoped was early enough
to get us to the road end
by 4 o’clock. The weather
wasn’t as good as the
previous day with a bit of
wind and rain threatening
but at least we were
\ d sheltered. We stopped for
Ready for day two morning tea at Block XVI
track and Marchant for
lunch. The hardest part of the day was the descent from the end of Marchant Ridge to the old
Dobsons hut site. We had afternoon tea there then set off on the last section, wondering when
we’d get to the end and if we would meet David on the track. Half an hour after Dobsons hut site
we met David and reached the car park at 5 o’clock.

| think a twelve and a quarter hour day followed by a nine and a quarter hour day qualifies as a
get-fit trip.

Thanks to Chris and Doc for joining me and to David for doing the transport

Ardrew

PINNACLE RIDGE

23 March 2025
Jackie West

We left a busy Mount Holdsworth car park at 9.30 am. There is no sign to alert trampers to the
track up Pinnacle Ridge and it isn’t on official maps. It starts on the true left of the Atiwhakatu
Stream just before the bridge over the river. For the first thirty minutes it is also a trapline. Initially
the track is beside the Atiwhaktu River before the steep uphill climb. As we climbed up there was
a commotion at the back. The last three people: Doc, Kate and Chris had all been attacked by
wasps. It wasn’t until Wednesday when the swelling went down that Chris discovered he had
been stung six times under the left armpit.

Pinnacle at 877m while not above the bush line is a clearing where we stopped to admire the view
before moving on. At point 846m we found a sign nailed to a tree pointing the way along a ridge.

Jim then produced a map showing he had previously tramped down the ridge which ended a short
distance upstream of Donnelly Flat. While having lunch we mulled our options with the consensus
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being to head along the ridge back to Donnelly Flat. Chris was rather disappointed as he had
hoped to continue further along Plnnacle Ridge.

i |

The ridge provided an easy downhill route and we
dropped into the Atiwhakatu beside a side creek.
After a short walk on a stoney bank we had to cross
- the river so scanned the tree covered bank for a
suitable place to climb out knowing that somewhere
~ up the bank was a the Atiwhakatu Track. Doc found
~+ aspot to clamber up but it was not suitable for those
» with shorter legs and weaker arms. After moving

-~ further downstream | found a spot which had a few
. hand and foot holds where | was able to pull myself
up and make my way up through the bush to the

- track. The rest of the group followed me and we

. regrouped on the old Atiwhakatu track. Doc led the

* way for a short distance down the track until we

~ came to an unofficial “danger” sign where the track

- had slipped away. Another short uphill scramble took
us up the new track. After a few minutes walking we
arrived at Donnelly Flat where one person

¢ disappeared into a toilet while the rest of us relaxed
3 in the sun on the trunk of a recent windfall.

, Seven hours after setting out we arrived back at the
2% cars. Chris who was feeling rather weary conceded
that the decision to make the trip shorter than he wished had been correct.

Thanks to Leanne Asher, Jim Cousins, Doc Watson, Clare Kelly, Kate Livingston, Tim Lawson
who joined us Chris and Jackie West (leaders).
Vackie

A WALK IN THE BELMONT REGIONAL PARK
Sunday 13 April

Ann Hayman

Sunday 13th April dawned fine and calm.

After arriving by train, car or on foot, thirteen trampers set off along the scrub and bush clad
Korokoro stream from Cornish street. Our first brief stop was Baked Beans Bend on the west side
of the Korokoro stream. With our 8.30am start it was too early for morning tea and we went on to
Belmont Trig and the comfort of the new memorial picnic table for a refreshment stop. The day
was warm and windless.

After viewing our route ahead from the high place of Belmont Trig, we walked along the ridge
through farm land eventually reaching Cannons Head for 360-degree panoramic views. The
Tararuas in the north, Porirua and seas coast to the west, Wellington harbour and city south, and
the western Hutt Valley hills east. We walked briskly on down to the Stratton street entrance to
Belmont Regional Park where two picnic tables gave us a shady lunch stop.
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Our return to Cornish street started up the Belmont Trig 4WD track and down the eastern side of
Korokoro stream through bush to the Oakleigh Street Korokoro dam. We had a final stop and
drink here before completing the loop to the end of the track at Cornish Street again.

Our walk in the park according to Topo50, was a total of five and a half hours walking, an hour
twenty minutes refuelling and admiring the views and 18km travelled. An enjoyable walk in the
park on a perfect day.

Most of the crew at Belmont Trig

On the walk: Leanne Asher and her niece Rochelle Wilson, Heather Eskdale, Sharman Robinson,
Jan Arts, Chris and Jackie West, Sarah and Oscar Taylor, Chriselda McMillian, Kate Livingston,
Debbie Bainbridge, Ann Hayman

All

HVTC ANZAC Day - Service, Ride, Walk and BBQ
Friday, 25 April 2025

Pat and John Tristram

It was a beautiful fine morning, although a bit cool as bikers began to gather at Melling Station car
park shortly before 8am. Nine participants (Pat, Paul W, Pamela, Robyn, Frank, Frieda, Russell,
Geoff and Elaine) cycled the short distance to the Petone Memorial Gardens where John and
Margaret were also arriving plus Ann, Neil, Cathy and Mike. The Parade began with the Armed
Forces and Youth groups well represented and the same large contingent of onlookers.

The Service was one of the best we’ve ever been a part of, with the Readings by Campbell Barry
(Mayor of Lower Hutt), Chris Bishop (MP for Hutt South), the Ode of Remembrance followed a
well-played Last Post, the laying of the wreaths and poppies and a very good and relevant
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address given by 2 Lt Nikau Wi Neera 5th / 7th Battalion RNZIR. Medals were worn by several
members of the group — some of them awarded personally and others from family members.

Mosie

: Elaine left us at this point, and 12 hopped on their bikes after bidding
& farewell to John and Margaret and headed towards the Waione Street
¢ bridge, stopping to watch six Royal Spoonbills in the backwater

@& opposite the Golf Course. It is always pleasant riding Riverside Drive
and we met Tony, as planned at Wainui Road, before continuing on to
Waddington Drive and the Taita Cemetery for morning tea around

i 10.15am where Doreen was waiting.

People were beginning to gather for the 11am Parade and Service but
the Rose Garden and seats were free for us to have our cuppa, use
the toilets and head off to the Beltway around 10.40am. The traffic
helpfully gave way to our entourage and we picked up Carol where
the Beltway joins the Hutt River Trail and Jackie under the
Silverstream Bridge.

It was very pleasant riding, especially for those on e-bikes, but the three manual riders didn’t
waste any time and we reached the BBQ at Harcourt Park just after midday to see the sausages
being sizzled by John assisted by Margaret. Here Bruce, Helen and Alan had returned from a
walk which included Bridge Street and its autumn colours. Sandra, Michael and Chriselda had
come to join the group for the BBQ and Jean also arrived having biked from Silverstream, so in all
a total 25 people enjoyed the sunshine, company and good food.

Around 1.20pm the bikers said their farewells and sped homewards and it was speedy. If we had
realised it would take less than an hour and half back, we would have spent a bit longer enjoying
the convivial company and sunshine.

We have been very lucky with the ANZAC Day weather over the past eight or nine years that this
event has been celebrated — Service, Ride, Walk and BBQ — with the exception of 2020 when no
Ceremony was held - but a few of us did our
own. There were some previous ANZAC
Day Services attended as part of a long
weekend trip, notably the Taradale RSA
Service in 2015 and almost being a part of
the Featherston event when heading off on
an around Lake Wairarapa cycle in 2012.

Thank you to all those who joined us to
make it another great ANZAC Day and we
look forward to seeing you again next year.
A special thanks to those who arranged
seats in the shelter for us both when we had
finished the barbequing.

Pat and John Tristram, Bruce Miller,

Margaret Aitken, Paul Wolstenholm, Pamela Campbell, Robyn and Frank Usmar, Frieda Collie,
Russell Oliver, Geoff Norton, Elaine Richardson, Cathy and Mike Priest, Ann Hayman, Neil
Parker, Tony Jaegers, Doreen Courtenay, Carol Kuchel, Jackie West, Helen and Alan Stevens,
Sandra Pearce, Michael Grace, Chriselda McMillan and Jean Cookson.

PS — The Photographers weren’t on the ball this year, so the folk wearing medals are from the
2024 Service, while the group under Silverstream bridge (thanks Robyn) is somewhat depleted
having dropped off several riders along the way.

Fat and Joka
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Kea encounters in Arthur's Pass, January 2007

The views expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Hutt
Valley Tramping Club. Any queries or comments should be directed to the writer of the article.
Contributions to the Hills & Valleys are welcomed and encouraged but all are accepted on the
understanding that the Editor has the authority to make minor changes if deemed necessary, refer
back to the contributor for amendment, or return the contribution for amendment by the Writer.
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