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CLUB NIGHT PROGRAMME 
Starts 7:30 pm promptly 

 

 
2 April : Jackie & Chris West – South America 2024 Part 2 Peru 

The Wests spent nearly three weeks enjoying the varied scenery of Peru, watching the crossing of 
the Condors, visiting Machu Picchu and for Chris a day in hospital. Come and hear the details and 

see their photos of their journey. 

9 April : Ann Hayman & Neil Parker – The Kimberley and other travels in Australia 
Ann and Neil had eight weeks exploring Central, Northern and Western Australia in winter 2024. 
The journey included camping at Uluru, birdwatching near Alice Springs, birdwatching in Darwin, 
Kakadu, Pine Creek and Kununurra, driving on the 4WD Gibb River Road through the Kimberley 
to Broome, and blending in with the grey nomads in a mobile home finishing in Perth. It was an 

extraordinary outdoor adventure and they’ll focus on the journey, scenery, walks, swimming, birds, 
marine life and other wildlife experienced on the way. 

16 April : Andrew Robinson – Quiz Night 
This will be a multi-round teams event with 8-10 questions per round and each round on a theme. 

Questions will be a mix of tramping-related and general knowledge and be short answer, 
true/false or multiple choice so everyone gets a chance to participate 

23 April : Open Night 
Bring along up to about a dozen images of your recent activities or other topics that may interest 
members. Marina Skinner will be making a presentation in May about the recent club trip on the 
Kepler track, so please don’t talk about that. If you have more than about a dozen slides that you 
wish to show, talk to Graeme McVerry or email him at graememcv2@xtra.co.nz about making a 

presentation of your own at a later club night. 

30 April : Tom Kane – Making Room for Rivers 
Tom Kay is a leading environmental advocate for improved management of rivers and freshwater 

in Aotearoa. Until recently, Tom worked at Forest & Bird leading their Making Room for Rivers 
campaign – presenting the concept to some sixty groups around the country, as well as featuring 
on Radio New Zealand's Saturday Morning programme. He’ll be speaking about how the way we 

have (mis)managed our landscapes has made flooding worse, and how making space for rivers to 
flood safely better protects the health of rivers and the communities around them. Tom has a 

Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science and a Master of Science in Ecology from Massey 
University and lives in Wellington. 

 
7 May : Emma Greg & Louise Hammersley – Current FMC projects 

FMC Executive Member Emma Gregg from Palmerston North will discuss current projects and 
issues being tackled by FMC. Emma is also Vice-Chair of the Greater Wellington Backcountry 

Network, so is well aware of Wellington and Manawatu tramping issues. Emma will be 
accompanied by new FMC Executive Member Louise Hammersley from Wellington. Both are 

keen to meet HVTC members. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:graememcv2@xtra.co.nz
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April 

Daylight Saving ends 3:00 am Sunday 6 April. Clocks go backward 1 hour. 

5 - 6 T1 Trip req’d – Contact Trip Coordinator  Leader Required 

Sat 5 D2 Gentle Annie (Holdsworth)  Andrew Robinson 

Sun 6 D1 Kaitoke Ridge Return  Clare Kelly 

  Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park  Leena Stowell 

12 - 13 T1 Trip req’d – Contact Trip Coordinator  Leader Required 

 T2 Trip req’d – Contact Trip Coordinator  Leader Required 

Sun 13 D1 Destination TBC  Emma Dobbie 

 D1 Belmont Regional Park Loop  Ann Hayman 

  Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park  Leena Stowell 

Tue 15th  Moonlight Walk : Belmont Regional Park  Bernice Deller 

18 - 21  Easter 

Fri 18 D1 Big Rata  Chris and Murray 

18-20 April  Easter Timber Trail  Russell and Debbie 

18-24 April T2 Nelson Lakes: 4 Passes / 3 Valleys  Chris Keen 

Sun 20 D2 3 Peaks – East Harbour Regional Park  Chris and Murray 

  Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park  Leena Stowell 

25 - 27  ANZAC Weekend (ANZAC Day = Friday 25th) 

Fri 25  ANZAC Day Ride (incl’ Memorial Service)  Pat & John Tristram 

 D1 ANZAC Day Walk  Bruce Miller 

Sat 26 D2 Mt Bruce plane crash site with Whanganui TC  Mel Stoneham 

Sun 27 D1 Birchville - Karapoti  Marina Skinner 

  Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park  Leena Stowell 

May 

2 - 4 T1 Trip req’d – Contact Trip Coordinator  Leader Required 

 T2 Trip req’d – Contact Trip Coordinator  Leader Required 

Sun 4 D1 Trip req’d – Contact Trip Coordinator  Leader Required 

  Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park  Leena Stowell 

 
 

FROM THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 
 

CLUB TRIAL OF WALKIE TALKIES 
Lex Grubner on behalf of the General Committee 

The General Committee has been discussing the benefits of club trips having access to a pair of 
handheld radio transceivers (often referred to as walkie Talkie’s) and noting that these are used 
by other clubs. Uses include the leader and tail end Charlie being able to stay in contact when 
groups spread outside of visual range, a scout being able to report back to the group on findings, 
instructions needing to be passed back and forth when navigating hazards or difficult obstacles, or 
any situation where a person or part of the group separates from the others for any reason. 

 
FORTHCOMING TRIPS 

 

NOTES 
Where there is no leader given for a trip, please email tripcoordinator@hvtc.org.nz to volunteer to 

lead a trip, either as shown or an alternative. 
     

mailto:tripcoordinator@hvtc.org.nz
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I have offered my personal set of UHF PRS Radio’s to club members to take on club trips as a 
trial to see if members find them useful and feel they add safety to group tramps. If you would like 
to borrow them, please just give me a call on 0275 424 652 so I can get them to you. I will also 
consider leaving them in the Club gear room. There are numerous brands and models of radio 
available with different feature sets, so feedback about range, battery life, size/weight, 
waterproofness etc is valuable for the committee to understand how they have worked out. 

Please note that these are only designed for short range communication between radios and are 
not the same as HF Mountain Radios which are designed to communicate over long distance 
back to civilisation. The range in bush should be 1-2km increasing to 5km or more if out in the 
open and in line of sight.  

I will share instructions with club members who borrow the radios. 

The General Committee will consider buying club radios, depending on the feedback it receives. 

Lex Grubner  
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

TARARUAS 100 YEARS OF TRAMPING EXHIBITION  

2nd to 30th April 2025 

  

Takeretanga o Kura-hau-pō 

 
Levin Library, 10 Bath Street Levin, April 2nd to 30th 

A visual display comparing early days of walking the Tararuas with today and early newspaper 
reports. The exhibition covers changes in huts, skiing, tramping clubs and serious incidents. 

Kevin Miles of the Horowhenua Historical Society will be talking to HVTC about this exhibition on 4 
June. 

 

ANZAC Day 25th April 

HVTC brings to you a day with a number of activities which provide a plethora of options for you to 
take.  Cycle from Melling to the wee glade in Bracken Street for the ANZAC service and then 

north, joining us if you chose along the way to Harcourt Park.  If cycling is not your thing, come to 
Harcourt Park and have a short but pretty walk along the River Trail and back via Bridge Street. 

When all together, we will enjoy a BYO BBQ.   

However, please feel free to join us for any of these activities – ANZAC Service, Ride, Walk or 
BBQ.   



5             BJFM/H&V/Vol78/No03 
 
 
 

A more descriptive email will be sent out shortly, but any questions now, please contact - Pat and 
John (ANZAC, Cycle and BBQ) ph: 569 6705 or Bruce Miller (Walk) ph: 563 5966 

Pat, John and Bruce 

 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

Please welcome new members Raewyn Roberts, Nic Priestley and Mimi Hodis.  
We look forward to enjoying days in the hills with you. 

Doreen Courtenay 
Membership Officer 

 

TRIP REPORTS 

 

MUELLER HUT DAY TRIP 

22 February 2025 
Lex Grubner 

 

Valray and I stayed with friends at Ben Ohau in 
February as part of a South Island road trip. We were 
discussing potential day walks with them as they were  
keen tramping folk, and they suggested the most 
spectacular day trip we could do around the area was 
Mueller Hut in Aoraki/Mt Cook National Park. The hut 
itself was fully booked every day we had available so it 
would have to be just a day walk.  DOC indicated the 
trip was about 4 hours each way so we had an early 
start and set off from White Horse Hill Campsite just 
before 8am. After a brief stroll across flat land, you are 
greeted by 2,000 steps up to Sealy Tarns. The entire 
climb to the tarns is just steps zig zagging up and accounts for around a half of the elevation to 
the hut. From Sealy Tarns the track turns into a zig zag gravel/rock track until you climb over 
some large boulders and then it becomes a scramble up scree until you reach the ridgeline. From 
there it is about 30 minutes over boulders and rocks with only another 100m of elevation until you 
reach the hut. We had a perfect day and the views were just spectacular and the scale of the 
constantly cracking snow, ice and glaciers impressive.  After lunch at the hut the trip back down is 
simply a reverse and we arrived back at the car around 5pm. Highly recommend this to anyone if 
you are in the area during summer with a clear day. 

Total accent 1,180m 
Total trip time 9 hours 
Total distance 14.3km 

Lex 
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PINUS CONTORTA ERADICATION 2025 

28 February - 2 March 2025 
John Simes 

Pinus contorta went very well this year.  We had 8 HVTCs on the trip 
and 7 from Whanganui and 2 from DOC. 2300 trees were removed 
or cut and gelled. This is far more than the usual 400 or so but we 
were in an area that had not been visited for a while.  

I have wondered for a while about the efficiency of us heading up 
there in a van to do this work so I quizzed Danial van der Lubbe our 
DOC host and contact for the last decade.  He explained that a 
helicopter doing the work costs $3500 an hour and he sees us as far 
more efficient on a dollar for dollar basis. It probably costs DOC 
about 1 hour of helicopter time to fund the whole 15 volunteers for 
the entire weekend.  Another feature of the weekend was our 
camping arrangement. We camped at the DOC workbase facility on 
the mountain road right next to their new tearooms and toilets. We 
stayed there both nights as there was a fire risk restriction on 
camping at our usual spot in the beech forest.  So while camping 
was not quite as attractive as usual it was a heck of a lot easier with 
washing and toilet  facilities on tap. DOC paid for the evening meal 

of takeaways from Ohakune and so as leader I found there was a lot more time to socialise with 
our Whanganui colleagues than usual.  So I am very pleased with the way the weekend worked. I 
am aware that a few folk were torn between Pinus contorta and the Ava Park event.  I am thinking 
it would be better for numbers to Ruapehu (and more efficient van wise) if these events were not 
run concurrently.  So I propose to continue to run them in March but not concurrently to see if that 
makes a difference.   

Thankyou to John Smeith, Grant Roberts, Derek Richardson, Russell Oliver, Andrew Robinson 
Maarten Vink and Anja van Kesteren for a wonderful weekend.  

John 

GREENSTONE/CAPLES TRACK 

26 February-1 March 2025 
Jackie West 

Chris and I were delighted to be on Marina 
Skinner’s Routeburn and Kepler Tracks tramps 
but decided that while we were in the 
Queenstown area we may as well walk another 
track. We settled on the Greenstone/Caples and 
then sent an email to the other eleven people to 
see if anyone wanted to join us. We were pleased 
to receive a positive response from Kate and Vera.  

Having completed the first two legs of the trifecta, 
and a rest day in Queenstown, we caught the 
TrackNet bus to Glenorchy where we transferred 

Some of the exceptional terrain we 
traversed while hunting for rogue pine 
seedlings 

 Early morning looking up the Caples Valley 
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to a van which took us to the Greenstone/Caples road end where we had lunch before heading off at 
1.30pm. It was a hot sunny afternoon and after thirty minutes walking in the shade of beech trees we 
came to a junction in the track. The track to the Mid Caples hut was on the true left of the Caples 

River. The track skirted the edge of the river flats and for most of the time we were in the shade. 

Just after 4.30 with and with great relief we reached our accommodation for the first night.  The 

Mid Caples is a beautifully sited hut with views up the Caples Valley. 

During the night when I made a trip to the flush toilet I discovered to my horror and frustration that 

my headlamp would no longer work. In the dark I was unable to find Chris’s torch as another 

person slept between us. For the next 2 nights Chris slept beside me but managing early morning 

starts in the dark was a trial as daylight didn’t start to appear until 6.45am.   

Day 2 was the longest with 22 km to be walked which included a climb up to McKellar Saddle. 

Having struggled in the heat the previous afternoon we decided we needed to be away as early as 

possible which meant getting up in the dark. Chris departed at 8.45am and Kate, Vera and I five 

minutes later. It was a beautiful clear, crisp morning great for tramping and admiring the sun 

creeping down the mountain side and mist draped above the river.  

We stopped for lunch before reaching the saddle.  A forty-five-minute walk after lunch saw us  

reach McKellar Saddle. As it is above the bush line it was an ideal photo stop before making our 

way down the steeper gradient into the Greenstone Valley. Kate and I were out the front when 

Kate commented on the concentration required for the loose rocks and uneven ground.  Within a 

minute of her speaking she suddenly tumbled to the ground. Unfortunately, she had sprained her 

right ankle but with some 

prompt first aid she felt able 

to continue the walk to 

McKellar Hut. As we slowly 

made our way down the 

Greenstone Valley Chris 

suggested that should I hurry 

a head to the hut to get some 

help. There was no warden 

there but I did manage to 

persuade three men to go 

back and carry the packs of 

the others who it turned out 

not to be not far away. At the 

hut a very kind American 

couple offered us their 

bottom bunks. 

The next morning Kate 

tested her ankle and was 

confident she could keep 

walking. Kevin, the American, kindly offered to carry her clothing and sleeping bags to Greenstone 

Hut. We had a leisurely start departing at 8.30am and arrived at the hut at 4pm. The track through 

the beech forest at the start was very uneven and once further down the valley we were out in the 

open. It was sunny with a strengthening wind but when I felt I was getting close to the hut it was 

back into the beech forest. The track which seemed to go on for ever was in excellent condition 

but the forest was devoid of any undergrowth. Eventually there was a ten-minute diversion from 

the main track over a bridged gorge and up to Greenstone Hut.  

 Approaching the Caples Bridge 
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Feeling exhausted we searched for a bottom bunk for Kate. The second bunkroom had two 

bottom bunks which we quickly claimed when a 

very kind young couple offered to go up top so 

we all had bottom bunks. We were most grateful 

but I did wonder how old and decrepit we 

looked. 

Our next challenge was that on the last day we 

had to be out to get the shuttle at 12.45 pm. This 

entailed a walk of 12 km and worryingly we had 

been slower than the stated times especially 

when it was hot. Kate set her alarm for 5.45am 

which seemed to be the time most of the hut 

rose. It wasn’t easy packing and sharing a torch 

with Chris but we were away at 6.50. It was 

starting to get light but torches were required so 

Chris lead with me behind him and then Kate with Vera bringing up the rear. This formation lasted 

until we approached the Caples Bridge thirty minutes form the road end. 

We reached the road end four hours after leaving the hut so had plenty of time for a leisurely 

lunch at the shelter. The shuttle departed on time but we were then subjected to a bumpy ride to 

Chinaman’s Bluff to pick up five female trampers of a similar age to us which added over an hour 

to our return to Queenstown. 

Many thanks to Vera and Kate for joining us and being such wonderful tramping companions.  

Greenstone/Caples trampers: Vera de Grauww, Kate Livingston and Chris and Jackie West. 

Jackie 

 

WAITEWAEWAE PAINTING PARTY – 13 – 21 March 

2025 
Murray Presland 

Waitewaewae Hut has been scheduled for a 
complete repaint - roof, exterior and interior - for 4-
5 years. Recently it was decided that the roof 
should be replaced - and this was done by Brock 
Beyer and team under a contract to the Back 
Country Trust, over 3 days in a short spell of good 
weather at the end of February 2025. 

 

Mission accomplished back at the road end 
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Painting the hut was estimated to need 6-7 fine days - and after several postponements, due 
mostly to unsettled weather in the western Tararua, six volunteers from Hutt Valley Tramping Club 
– Shane Harrison, Doc Watson, John Fox, Jackie and Chris West and Murray Presland - plus 
scaffolding, ladders, paint and gear were flown in from Otaki Valley road end on Thursday 13 
March. Doc and Murray had collected all the equipment from the Wairarapa the previous day and 
trailered it around to the road end. The trailer, lent to us at no cost from the Stihl Shop in 
Masterton, was then stored with Ian Hoare in Otaki (Ian was pleased to thus contribute to the 
project without any effort!). John Duggan, a member of WTMC, 
joined us at Waitewaewae, directly from the refurbishment 
project at Dorset Hut. 

 

HVTC has a long association with Waitewaewae Huts, 
members having built the original Whare-iti biv in 1934, the first 
Waitewaewae Hut in 1950 and contributed to the design and 
building of the present hut in 1991 with funding from the 
Tararua Aorangi Huts Committee – which has now morphed to 
become the Greater Wellington Backcountry Network. I would 
like our Club to continue to be associated with this hut – a 
tangible link with our Club’s history in exploring the Tararua 
Range. 

Included in the gear for the job was a new lightweight scaffold 
provided by Rob Brown at the Backcountry Trust, a couple of 
trestle ladders from DoC Masterton and Amalgamated 
Helicopters and a Gorilla platform. The scaffold, which was 
readily moved on its wheels but which could also be dismantled and reassembled in about 20 
minutes, was excellent for tackling the exterior gable ends of the hut (which reach 7-8 metres from 
ground) and for the interior high ceiling. 

 

The weather was not kind for painting! One and a half days of good conditions were spent on 
preparation of the exterior, concentrating on completing painting the tall, gable end, east wall of 
the hut. Four days of poor weather - drizzle, showers, steady rain - followed, so attention moved to 
the interior with forays outside to complete prepping plus painting of the north and first coat 
painting of the west exterior walls when they were sheltered and dry. Renovating the interior was 
completed over 3 days. 

 

The MetService forecast for Wednesday was for showers 
easing. The west (a gable end) wall, which extends above a 
clearlight verandah roof was a challenge, met successfully 
by the two engineers in the group - though one is a water 
engineer and the other an electrical engineer - building a 
cantilevered platform and using a paint brush on the end of 
a long pole! Painting the exposed roof beams under the 
clearlight verandah - rather fiddly - was begun, along with 
the foyer, around the door and sink area. 
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Our exit had been delayed a day - the 
helicopter was away for servicing - and the 
forecast for Thursday was for showers easing. 
This they did by around dawn so, although it 
was not warm, it was possible to complete 
painting the west and south walls, the roof 
beams and walls under and around the 
verandah area, the barge boards above the 
north and south walls and all of the barge 
boards of the hut's base platform by 5 pm. 
Project complete!! 

 

In addition, the helipad was cleared, the 
woodshed filled with split blocks from a nearby fallen tree, spouting and drains cleared, the door 
lock fixed, rat traps cleaned ready for use, nearby wasp nests identified, deck, windows, stove, 
toilet and the hut thoroughly cleaned. On Friday 21 March four of us, and all the painting gear, 
were flown out to the Otaki road end – where it was a delight to lie on the grass, under a blue sky 
and warm sunshine after a week of grey and rain. The remaining 3 had an interesting flight, 
sneaking under cloud driven onto the Main Range from the south-east then down the Waiohine 
Valley out to Carterton. Doc and I trailered the gear around to Masterton via the Paihiatua Track. 

 

There are many people to thank for their contributions to this successful project. Derrick Field, the 
chairperson of Greater Wellington Backcountry Network, managed the bureaucracy required for it 
and collected the materials – he is a tireless tower in harnessing volunteers’ contributions to the 
maintenance of huts and tracks in the Tararua, Aorangi and Remutaka Ranges! Ron Pynenburg, 
Ross Gordon, Dave Dittmer and Martin Clapham, from the South Island, had all offered to help 
but were unable to make it fit with other commitments (Martin did come across from Marlborough 
but was turned around by one of my postponements). Ethan Price, Ian Flux and Doreen 
Courtenay were keen to join us, but were not able to do so at the time we went ahead – though 
Doreen had some of her delectable baking smuggled onto the helicopter for us – yum! 

 

Above all however, I am hugely grateful to - and proud of – those who came in to Waitewaewae. 
Shane and John D were the “high altitude” team – tackling tasks from the top of the scaffolding or  
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ladders, 
solving 
challenges, 
and providing 
thoughtful 
advice about 
what we could 
tackle in the 
conditions 
each day; Doc 
and Foxy 
beavered away 
prepping and 
painting, often 
from trestles, 
tackling much 
of the fiddly 
painting of 
exposed 
rafters, purlins 
as well as wall 
and ceiling 
surfaces; Doc 

did all of the careful, tedious painting of the window trims; Jackie and Chris washed and prepped 
walls, painted occasionally, including the base barge boards of the hut, did a huge amount of 
cleaning, including removing mould and lichen growth from the deck, and – most helpfully – 
regularly prepared meals and refreshment teas for us! Murray – hmmm – ponced about 
imperiously and was occasionally seen lying on the deck waving a brush at the lower walls under 
the benches around the deck. Everyone, at some time, contributed to restocking the woodshed – 
that was hard yakka! 

 

So Waitewaewae Hut is now sparkling. The exterior of 
the hut had been repainted a new, darker colour -Doc 
Green, which demanded care in brushing and two 
coats everywhere for coverage - with Pioneer Red 
trim to match the roof. The interior was painted 
Sandfly Point, a nearly white shade that gives a very 
light space, with hygenically white window surrounds. 
The hut lies on the Te Araroa Trail – so, although we 
met just 6 trippers during the week, it gets heavy use 
through the middle of the summer. However the upper 
Otaki Valley is beautiful tramping country. Please visit 
it – the road into Otaki Forks is being re-formed 
across Blue Slip right now and the track into 
Waitewaewae has been markedly improved during the 
past two summers - stay in “our” hut, swim in the river 
and explore! And offer some of your time, energy and 
skills to maintaining tracks and huts on Greater 
Wellington Backcountry Network projects. A huge 
amount is being achieved now by volunteers - it is 
very rewarding! 

Murray 
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RUAPEHU LODGE 

22 – 23 MARCH 

 

Cooker replacement. 
 

 

Departure of the old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arrival of the new. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The views expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Hutt 
Valley Tramping Club. Any queries or comments should be directed to the writer of the article. 
Contributions to the Hills & Valleys are welcomed and encouraged but all are accepted on the 
understanding that the Editor has the authority to make minor changes if deemed necessary, refer 
back to the contributor for amendment, or return the contribution for amendment by the Writer. 

 

 

 


