DATE: February 2026 Vol. 79 No. 01

HUTT VALLEY TRAMPING ¢ (AN 1)

Hutt Baggers : December 2025

Please submit your March 2026 H&V articles to the editor by 28t February 2026
HVTC Postal Address: PO Box 30-883, Lower Hutt:
Clubrooms: Birch Street Reserve, Birch Street, Waterloo
Internet: http://www.hvtc.org.nz  E-mail: info@hvtc.org.nz

President: Marina Skinner 021 792 260 Secretary: Emma Dobbie 027 252 5045
Trip Coordinator: Dennis Page 021 229 9901 Treasurer: Leanne Asher 021 0704195

Editor H&V : Bruce Miller 027 563 5966 the-bruce@xtra.co.nz

1 BJFM/H&V/Vol79/No01


mailto:info@hvtc.org.nz
mailto:the-bruce@xtra.co.nz

CLUB NIGHT PROGRAMME
Starts 7:30 pm promptly

®
®

4 February : Open Night

Come along and show up to about a dozen images of what you have been doing since the last

Open Night at the beginning of November. If you have more photos than that, contact Graeme

McVerry at graememcv2@xtra.co.nz for a dedicated talk later in the year, but perhaps give a
taster tonight of what’s to come.

11 February : Ethan Price — Kepler Challenge
Many of us have completed the Kepler Track, but usually as a tramp spread over three days.
Tonight Ethan will tell us about competing in the Kepler Challenge, completing the route in a
few hours. He had a few challenges preparing for the Challenge, which he will tell us about as
well.

18 February : Ruth Crawford — Silk Road Adventures

The Silk Road describes trade routes used from the 5thC BC till the mid-15th century, taken
between Asia and Europe to move goods, originally silk produced in China, then expanding to
dyes, perfumes and porcelain from China to Europe and horses, camels, honey, wine and gold

from Europe into Asia. In 2025, Ruth and husband John spent three months independently
travelling along the Silk Route, from Turkiye, through the Causasus region, into the 'Stans' and

finally China. Ruth will share some of the highlights of the trip, including staying at
caravanserai used by Silk Road traders.

Also 18 February : Sales Table 7-7:30pm
The sales table is back after a two-month break over December and January. Come along by
7pm with whatever items that you wish to donate. Alternatively, donate part of the proceeds for
more valuable items. Edibles such as baking, honey, jam and relish, vegetables and fruit are
consistently the best sellers. Items must be in good condition, and please retrieve any of your
unsold items at the end of the evening..

25 February : Two short Max Romey outdoor documentaries set in Alaska
Tonight, following an insightful tip-off from SWTC member, John Rhodes, Dennis Page will
present two short films (~ 49 mins total viewing time) set in Alaska and made by a young,
upcoming film maker and sketch artist, Max Romey, who is based in Alaska. The first, award-
nominated, 'Footprints on Katmai' is sensitively done with beautiful scenery and incorporates
Max's exquisite sketching - It will make you think twice about the things you discard and where
they might potentially end up... The second, 'lditarod Trail' will follow some of Max's (and
friend's) attempts to trace this historic trail into the Alaskan heartland, to help promote its
potential restoration and revival. Some challenges, involving weather and overgrown sections,
we can all relate to, irrespective of the location - And of course, the ever-present sketchbook
comes along for the trek...

4 March : Ali Carew — History of Gollans Valley 1840-2000

Ali Carew became involved in the Historical Society of Eastbourne in the late 1990s, and since
then has co-authored three books on local history, including Eastbourne: A History of the
Eastern Bays of Wellington Harbour, published in 2001. She is also the Society’s collection co-
ordinator and is currently its vice-president.

For many years Gollans Valley, tucked away behind the Eastbourne hills, has been a
mysterious place which few of us have ever visited. But soon that will change, as the valley,
with its unique wetlands and magnificent native forest, becomes part of the East Harbour
Regional Park.

Last year, when the Regional Council announced its purchase of Gollans Valley Station, Al
was invited to give a talk on the valley’s history. During their research, she and her daughter
Meredith uncovered many intriguing stories from the 19th and early 20th centuries, when the
valley was dominated by feuding families, and from the more peaceful Burdan era that

2 BJFM/H&V/Vol79/No01



followed. The research also revealed that in the latter half of last century, local and central
governments came up with a raft of proposals to develop the valley for purposes other than
farming, most of which had serious implications for the environment and for the local

for the speaker). Contact Graeme McVerry

community. So, what happened? All will be revealed....

SPEAKERS REQUIRED FROM 25th MARCH ONWARDS

The programme of speakers for the second quarter of 2026 is currently being prepared. The
last night of the current quarter (25th March) is still available, along with most dates from April
to July. Please let me know if you have a presentation to offer, or have come across one
elsewhere that you think would be of interest to club members (preferably with contact details

graememcv2@xtra.co.nz ph 021 464349

FORTHCOMING TRIPS

NOTES

Where there is no leader given for a trip, please email tripcoordinator@hvic.org.nz to
volunteer to lead a trip, either as shown or an alternative.

February
6 —8 Feb T (Waitangi Weekend) Ruapehu Lodge | Van Debbie/Emma
Trips
Fri 6 Feb D1 Mt Pukeatua Bob/Bernice Deller
Sun 8 Feb D1 Clothes Optional; Wainuiomata Water Patrick
Catchmt Fothering’'m
D1 Makara Beach Loop Leader Required
@ | Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
09 — 22 Feb T2 | South Westland — Welcome Van Chris and Murray
Flat/Mataketake
13-15Feb WP | Ruapehu Lodge Work Party Pvt T | Kate Brownsword
Sat14-Mn16 T1+ | Mitre Flats / Cow Creek Crossover Pvt T | David B/Debbie
L’'B
Sun 15 Feb D1 Leader Required Leader Required
@ Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
20 -22 Feb T1 Tutuwai Hut Pvt T | Mel Stoneham
T2 | Leader Required Pvt T | Leader Required
Sun 22 Feb D1 Lowry Bay / Lees Track Circuit Heather Eskdale
€) | Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
Thur 26 Feb D1 Gentle Annie Saddle Bob/Bernice Deller
March
28 F —1 Mar 1 Waiorongomai Hut (FMC LYH/GWBN) Leader Required
T2
D1 | Climie Ridge Jackie/Chris West
@ Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
6 — 8 Mar WP | Pinus Contorta Weekend Van John Simes
Sun 8 Mar D1 | City to Sea Tony B / Jo Scott
@ Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Kia ora koutou club members

This summer’s weather blessings have been very mixed so far. But my complaints have felt trivial when
I've watched the news showing the flooding and deadly slips further north. | hope you’ve managed to
claim one of the fine patches of weather for your tramping or holidays.

You might have seen the recent email about the Greater Wellington Backcountry Network. After
organising cleaning supplies for many huts in our area, they’re now looking for intel about any huts that
are running low on cleaning materials. So please let Andrew Pilcher know at
andrew.e.picher@gmail.com

At the end of last year, Vice-President Doreen Courtenay and | had a friendly catch-up with the
Kaumatua Tramping Club’s President, Bill Jorgensen, and the Club Captain, Geoff Sloper. We're all
interested in doing what we can to support the wider tramping community and staying in contact with
each other.

Thank you to the club members who have led trips so far this summer and to those who are taking the
lead in the coming months. I've been happy to see the number of trips using our new minivan. Thank
you to the trip members and to our Transport Officer, Doc Watson, for keeping the minivan looking
shiny and clean.

I’'m looking forward to the Waitangi weekend trip based at our Ruapehu Lodge, which Emma Dobbie
and Debbie Labett have organised. It's fantastic to have so many club members making use of our
lodge for summer tramping.

One last thing ...some members have told me they’ve received emails from “me” saying | have an
important task for them, or asking for a catch-up, or to buy Prezzy cards for me. The real me isn’t that
organised and not so good at delegating so it’'s probably safe to assume it's a scammer if you get
emails like these. Please feel free to send a new email (rather than hitting reply) to check if | want you
to do my shopping. It's quite a nice idea!

Hope to see you out in the hills or at a club night soon.

Nga mihi nui

Mariva SKirner

President

~
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UPCOMING EVENTS

THE SALES TABLE : 18 February.

B et T
e i N

above.

PINUS CONTORTA ERADICATION WEEKEND.
6th to 8th March 2026.

John Simes

Now is the time to register your involvement with our environmental trip
to the southern slopes of Mount Ruapehu

Details are:

Depart Midday Friday 6th March from the clubrooms. Drive to Ohakune |
DOC office area for glamping (bring your own tent or settle into a club
tent) Toilets and washroom available..

Friday evening dinner at a local restaurant or takeaway. Our choice.
Bring $ for this.

Saturday breakfast and lunch: Supply your own

Saturday morning van goes through Karioi pine forest to the work site.
Saturday evening back to Ohakune glamping with local takeaways
provided by DOC. Bring a drink or something else to share after
dinner.

Sunday breakfast and lunch: Supply your own.

Pack up and head back to Karioi Forest entrance from where we will work again till about

1pm.

Head home in the afternoon. Bring money for an ice cream or snack.

Usually back to clubrooms by 6pm.

No or minimal charge for transport as DOC pay for this. If we do not fill the van there may need
to be a small charge to cover costs,

Bring Water bottle, sun protection, and the usual tramping gear for all weather options. We are
off track but usually the going is very easy to moderate.

Contact me to ensure your place on this trip by txt to 027 464 1824 or email me on

john.e.simes@gmail.com
Uokn Siwes

027 464 1824 or john.e.simes@gmail.com
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EASTER TRAMP
Ruahines - Rangiwahia Hut - Howletts Hut - Irongate Hut -

Rangiwahia Hut circuit
Chris Keen

T2 tramp

Go on Thursday night and out Monday

A possible mixture of Huts and Camping on route.

| will book beds at Rangiwahia Hut for the Thursday night

With the Van booked for Ruapehu we will use personal vehicles - | can take 4 others.
This tramp will be weather dependant as we are on the tops for 2 full days

If you are interested contact Chris Keen 0226524002 or keen2print@gmail.com

Chris

ANNUAL SPRING TRAMP

Raglan Range, Nelson Lakes
Chris Keen

ctober 31 - November 7

the classic "Bounds of Hades circuit"

The plan is to go up Hellfire Stream from Waiau River, down Misery Stream, up the Branch
River and over into Lees Stream and out.

T2 Tramp as some tracks but mainly off track routes. hiking around 8 hours each day

The Van is booked for this tramp so we can take up to 10 persons

More information will come out later in the year

If you are interested contact Chris Keen 0226524002 or keen2print@gmail.com

The sooner you let me know the sooner | can book your spot on the ferry
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SUMMER AT RUAPEHU

Summer is here and it is, of course, a great time to visit the club lodge and enjoy time on the
mountain. We're exceptionally lucky to be able to have our own place at the heart of NZ’s only
Dual World Heritage area, and on the slopes of a volcano.

The club is planning to run tramping trips from the lodge at Easter 2026. Keep an eye on your
email/Hills and Valleys for more information and how to sign up.

We would love to have more people staying at the lodge, summer and winter. It's a great spot
to base yourself for walks all over the national park. Whakapapa, the ski field operator, has laid
out 10km of marked walks from quick 20 minute bursts to 2.5 hour walks this summer, starting
at either the base area (Top of the Bruce) or the top of the Sky Waka gondola. For more
details and a trail map, go to

https://www.whakapapa.com/summer/short-walks

NZ residents get discounted prices on the Sky Waka gondola. See
https://www.whakapapa.com/ for details.

And finally:
Summer prices at the lodge are $40 per person per night. To book your mountain getaway,
please contact club booking officer Alison Newbald on ruapehubookings@hvtc.org.nz .

Aate Brownsword

On behalf of the Ruapehu Committee

Looking forward to seeing you up there!

FANNY BAYLISS BEQUEST GRANTS SCHEME
Tania Hatfield

Have you thought of an idea that could be a worthwhile candidate for a grant from the Fanny
Bayliss bequest? It should be an idea that:
» Provides an opportunity for club members to expand their experience, competence and
enjoyment of the natural environment.
» Improves the club assets and facilities in line with the Club’s overall objectives.
» Supports the activities of an individual or organisation outside the Club which promotes
our Club’s primary objective.
If so, the Fanny Bayliss sub-committee would like to hear from you with your proposal. Have a
chat to myself, Mel Stoneham, or Debbie Labbett about your idea and we can help get the
proposal up and running.
The written proposal will need to cover the following points:
» Describe the idea to be funded and why it is a good idea.
» Comment as to how members will benefit and whether it has the support of any other
club member.
» Provide likely costings.

The Grant's Scheme currently has $6,479 available for distribution. Previous grants have been
for a wide range of assets and activities however note that routine maintenance is outside the
scope of the Grant’s Scheme.

The sub-committee looks forward to receiving your applications. Submissions by email may
be made directly to me at taniajh@xtra.co.nz.
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(for the sub-committee)

TARARUA MYSTERY IN ATTIC
John Rhodes

In 2023, several boxes of 35-
millimetre transparencies (slides) of
the Tararua Range were found in the
attic of a house in Johnsonville,
Wellington. All are labelled, but they
are undated and the people in them
are nearly all unnamed.

The huts, bridges and cars shown
suggest that the slides were taken in
the 1950s.

Scans of some of the more interesting
photographs are at i el
https://switc.org.nz/wp- content/uploads/2026/01/Unknown-Tararua slides.pdf

If you can suggest who the photographer may have been, or identify any of the people, please
email rhodesja@xtra.co.nz or telephone 06 304 9095.

John Rhodes
Masterton and South Wairarapa Tramping Clubs

TRIP REPORTS

T1 Hutt Bagging Series - Paua Hutt, Remutaka Forest
Park
6th-7th December 2025

Deb Labett

Trip Leaders:
Emma Dobbie & Debbie Labett
Participants:

Mel Stoneham, Jackie and Chris West, Louise Gibson, Nixon Campbell, Mimi Hodis, Deb
Labett, Emma Dobbie, Tony Jaegers, Hassan, Jo Ann Watson, Doreen Courtenay, Sharman
Robinson, Jan Arts
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£\ The Adventure Begins
o 8 set off from HVTC clubroom in the minibus, which | am pleased to report is getting
plenty of use.
e Picked up Jo Ann and Tony en-route from the meeting point at Wainuiomata Baptist
Church.
o Deb, along with my 10-year-old great nephew Nixon, left Silverstream and picked up the
Wests from their home around the corner from my house.
o Met at the Catchpool Carpark.
« Packs on backs and off we went—lovely day!
Stops along the way:
« Short walk to Mid Bridge for morning tea.
« Second stop by the river for a wee splash and a bite of lunch.
Nixon had been on a school camp and had learnt about river crossing. He was delighted when
Emma suggested he and Tony lead the group to find the best way across the rivers, which
were not too deep and mostly moderate flow.
Just goes to show—no matter how slow or carefully one treads, you can still slip in and get
wet!
The first to go into the drink was poor Jo—oh no! Over she did go into the slow-moving current.
Luckily, she had two strong fellow trampers to help her out. Only thing hurt was her pride. She
took this in her stride—bit wet, but fortunately it was a warm sunny day, so she soon dried off.
Scenery: Beautiful forest, river views, and classic bush camping/hut experience.

TR

¢ At Paua Hut

Arrived at Paua Hut in good time.
« Emma, Tony, Mel, and the Wests camped out.
e The rest of us claimed a bunk inside.

Food:

« Shared meal of soft tacos with a selection of fillings to choose
from: roast shredded chicken, guacamole, lettuce, radish,
grated carrot and cheese, sauces.

e Happy hour of cheese, crackers, and a selection of nibbles.

o Dessert: Christmas steam pud with a hint of brandy and
custard to pour on top—lovingly made with the help of
Doreen, Louise, Deb, and Jackie.

The “Character-Building” Bits
o Tony was filling up his water bottle and somehow managed to
fall into the stream and whacked his head on a rock. Big lump
appeared! Mel was with him at the time and offered great
support.
« Jackie and Chris were sitting on a small platform seat. Chris got up, and Jackie—being
light—went flying off, cup of tea in hand. Luckily not injured or burnt with hot drink.
« Nixon found a tree rope swing. He decided to jump off—the swing won! It whacked him
in the head, sending him to the ground. He stood up, brushed himself off, and laughed.
« Doreen had an incident with a tree branch that scraped some skin off her leg. Nothing
too major, but the blood looked impressive!!
Thanks to everyone who has supported Emma and me on the Hutt Bagging Series for
2025.
Watch this space for more adventures in 2026!

Db
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The Tararua Gifts that kept on giving
Tararua Tramp, 3-7 January 2026

Mary Horner

Kirsten and | met Louise at Kaitoke at 9am before driving through to Holdsworth. We were
walking by 10.30am and had lunch at Atiwhakatu Hut in a warm and misty rain. | was relieved
to see that it was only 1 hour to Jumbo Hut according to the sign at the bottom. | bravely
offered to be tail-person Charlie, and stayed there until the Jumbo. Was it 3 hours later?? What
an un-inspriring and hard-to-love track — relentless ascent, broken into measure of 20, or 8, or
4 steps ... or less when the wairua (spirit) was willing but the tinana (body) was not! This was
the first of the gifts that kept on giving. There were mentions of cramp at the top over dinner
but this paled into insignificance with the arrival of a young fella, through the door and straight
onto the floor in front of the fire — a dramatic entrance that | thought | might try later in the
tramp but not just yet!!

After a cosy sleep, we set off for Powell Hut by 9am on our second day. A much more
interesting hikoi today, with ups and downs and views in all directions between the fluffy
clouds. They were cleared by the time we got to Powell Hut and we enjoyed a late lunch
before following the sun around the deck of the hut. Another full hut overnight and this (said
Cinderella) was “just right!”

Our third day was the big downer from Powell on the main track and further down to Totara
Flats. | appreciated the extra few stairs added to the bottom of many sets of steps that saved
the jump at the end and wasn’t too bothered by the debris on the first half of the Totara Creek
Track. This is where the gifts started giving again as we started to get hotter and slower getting
to Totara Flats. A dip in the river when we got there was a perfect finish to the day that we all
enjoyed before a wee rest and dinner. A very full hut with dogs and visitors by helicopter to add
interest.

On the fourth day, Louise headed back to Holdsworth for another mission. Kirsten and |
headed on down the river, having checked and double checked our route to Cone Hut with
Louise whose experience in the Tararuas had become evident. At the first turn off (Cone
Saddle Track) we headed straight up, literally, and this gift kept on giving until it eventually
became more beautiful than intimidating. But then it did keep on giving, through native orchids,
whirring dragonflies and one very dead possum in the middle of the track. | was just glad it was
him and not me!! Relieved we didn’t have to stop at Cone Hut, we kept on keeping on to
Tutuwai Hut with a very muddy end. The river was too far away to consider another dip so we
made do with a wash in the outside tub before dinner and another bedtime around tramper’s
midnight. A quiet hut with only 5 of us.

Last day, day 5, we headed off by 6.30am, hoping to avoid some of the heat of the day. The
gifts kept on giving until the bridge, then Smith’s Creek Shelter and Puffer Saddle. Moments or
more of confusion where the markers were tricky to track, particularly around slips, only added
to the qift list. This was particularly frustrating when one considered the day walk from Kaitoke
and the less experienced walkers that might be as confused as we were. We were done by
2.30pm and enjoyed an ice cream at the Te Marua dairy on our way home.

Having tried to do each end of this multi-day walk before, | am tremendously grateful to the
following;

e Hutt Valley Tramping Club — for enabling the realisation of this trip with willing
participants
e Louise G (Tramp Leader actually) — for your mega-experience and willingness to share
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¢ Kirsten R (Tramp Mother) — for your coffee plunger et al. and your relentless and
positive determination

Molly F (daughter) — for your strength training sessions, support and encouragement
Lea V (colleague) - for your inspiration to do crazy things

Darren S (husband) - for the leave pass, your support and encouragement

Baa H (mother)-— for the stubborn determination | have inherited.

| needed all of these people to finally enjoy the gifts of the Tararuas which alongside elongated
tracks, ambitious time estimations, absent markers, vertical climbs and drops, numerous slips
and trees across tracks, and smelly gloopy mud (breathe), include the most impressive vistas,
the most delicate and intricate plants and flowers, the most stirring challenges and the
wonderful new friendships.

Nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa.

/”W? (Tramp Organiser)

Papatahi Hut : 16 January 2026

Mary Horner

Kirsten, Clare, David, Mel and | headed into

¥ Papatahi Hut around 9am on Friday 16 January. We
# were to have been climbing Mt Matthews but

# consistent rain and some high river levels had put us

= off. We couldn't see into the height of the

)l surrounding hills so were pleased with our decision,

however, Papatahi still deserved our TLC, so in we

went.

% We got to Papatahi Hut before lunch and before the
. first shower of the day hit after a quick sit in the sun
down by the river, 300m from the hut. The hut was in
ship-shape condition - tidy as, so we enjoyed an
elongated lunch before heading back to Catchpool. Some of us returned by river, some by
track but we were all well wet before finishing. A good day out with good company. Thanks

everyone.
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CHRISTMAS RAFFLE DONATIONS

dc leghfg outdoors bivouac /outdoor

COMMITTED TO ADVENTURE

The HVTC Social Committee organised a Christmas raffle in
December 2025. Generous donations from Bivouac Outdoor
($150.00), Dwights Outdoors ($90.00) and Swanndri ($79.00
picnic blanket) were received. The raffle raised $270.00. Many
thanks to these companies who supported the Club and to all
those who purchased tickets. The winner of the raffle, which
was drawn on 10 December at the Club Christmas Party, was
Doreen Courtenay.

Kuth Crauford

GIVE-A-LITTLE CAMPAIGN FOR BOOK ABOUT EARLY
WOMEN CLIMBERS OF MT COOK

Hazel Phillips, our originally-scheduled speaker for 11 February, has unfortunately and with
huge apologies been forced to cancel her talk to recover from emergency surgery. She hopes
to reschedule her presentation on her book Fire & Ice late in the year.

Meanwhile, Hazel has asked HVTC to publicise a crowdfunding project that she planned to talk
about as part of her presentation. It is to bridge the gap in production costs and print her next
book Great Hearts: First Ladies of Aoraki Mount Cook about the early women climbers of Mt
Cook. The link: https://www.thearts.co.nz/boosted/projects/great-hearts?tab=about provides
details of the book and access to the funding page. Everyone who donates will get a discount
code to buy a copy through the publisher, and Hazel will put their names in the
acknowledgements too.

The views expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Hutt
Valley Tramping Club. Any queries or comments should be directed to the writer of the article.
Contributions to the Hills & Valleys are welcomed and encouraged but all are accepted on the
understanding that the Editor has the authority to make minor changes if deemed necessary,
refer back to the contributor for amendment, or return the contribution for amendment by the
Writer.
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