DATE: November 2025 Vol. 78 No. 10
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"Wow ! We're so lucky to see a real kiwi wedding in the bush |

A tramping cartoon on kiwis from Alan Benge’s latest cartoon calendar.

Please submit your December 2025/January 2026 H&V articles to the editor by 28" November
2025
HVTC Postal Address: PO Box 30-883, Lower Hutt:
Clubrooms: Birch Street Reserve, Birch Street, Waterloo
Internet: http://www.hvtc.org.nz  E-mail: info@hvtc.org.nz

President: Marina Skinner 021 792 260 Secretary: Emma Dobbie 027 252 5045
Trip Coordinator: Dennis Page 021 229 9901 Treasurer: Leanne Asher 0210704195

Editor H&V : Bruce Miller 027 563 5966 the-bruce@xtra.co.nz
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CLUB NIGHT PROGRAMME
Starts 7:30 pm promptly

®
®

5 November : Open Night
Gather up to about a dozen of your photos from your trips over the winter and Labour weekend
to show at the last Open Night of the year on 5 November. Alternatively, if you have enough
photos from a trip for a full-scale presentation either by yourself or in combination with others,
please contact graememcv2@xtra.co.nz to arrange a date for a club night presentation.

12 November : David Barnes — Quiz Night
It's time to test your tramping trivia knowledge. We'll make up teams on the night.

19 November : Club Constitution Vote
We have updated our club Constitution to meet the requirements of the Incorporated Societies
Act 2022. It's now time to vote on the new Constitution at an Extraordinary General Meeting
after members shared feedback in writing and at a club night in October. We may have a short
film if the EGM finishes early.

Also 19 November : Sales Table — sales start 7pm
The Sales Table will be on again this third Wednesday of the month. Edibles, whether biscuits,
cakes, jams, pickles or fruit and vegetables are the most popular offerings. Be there early (by
7pm) if you have items to sell, or if you want to buy some of the delicious home cooking.
Please collect and take home any of your items that remain unsold at the end of the evening.
CASH ON THE NIGHT PLEASE

26 November : David Markley — Experiences with the wildlife and people of Africa
David Markley left NZ at 19 to do his OE. Mostly living in the UK, he also spent over a year
working in post-earthquake Haiti as part of a disaster management team. Returning to live in
NZ 30 years later (having met Sarah whilst on holiday), David continues his traveling and in
July this year David & Sarah visited Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania.

David will be sharing about his amazing trip firstly visiting development projects in Kenya and
Uganda before a trip to see Silverback gorillas in Uganda. If he has time, David will finish by
talking about a safari in Tanzania and the UNESCO world heritage Stone town in Zanzibar.

3 December : TBA

t% FORTHCOMING TRIPS t%

NOTES
Where there is no leader given for a trip, please email tripcoordinator@hvtc.org.nz to volunteer
to lead a trip, either as shown or an alternative.

7-9 1 Trip Required Leader Required
T2 Penn Creek Hut Van? | Mel Stoneham
Sun 9 D1 Introductory Day-Walks for New Van? | Marina/Tony D/Jo
Members S
Q Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
Tue 11 D1 Tuesday Night Tops Emma Dobbie
[, To be confirmed
14 - 16 1 Waiorongomai Hut (Love Your Huts) Leader Required
T2
Sun 16 D1 Rangituhi / Colonial Knob Leader Required
D1 [TBC] Mick's Memorial Trip Dennis Page
Q Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
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Tue 18 D1 Tuesday Night Tops Emma Dobbie
[, To be confirmed
Thur 20 D1+ Old Whakanui — New Whakanui Bernice/Bob
Deller
21-23 T1 Mangatoetoe Hut (Love Your Huts) Leader Required
T2
Sun 23 D1 Wainuiomata to Taita via ECNZ Track David Barnes
Q Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
Tue 25 D1 Tuesday Night Tops Emma Dobbie
[, To be confirmed
28 - 30 1 Trip Required Leader Required
T2
Sun 30 D1 Skyline Walk Tony B / Jo Scott
@ Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
December
Tue 2 D1 Tuesday Night Tops Emma Dobbie
[, To be confirmed
5-7 T1 6/7 Paua Hut, Orongorongo Valley Van Debbie/Emma
T2
Sun7 D1 Trip Required — See Trip Coordinator Leader Required
[#) Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
Tue 9 D1 Tuesday Night Tops Emma Dobbie
[, To be confirmed

FROM THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

CONSTITUTION ON THE HOME STRAIGHT

Thank you to everyone who came along to the 22 October club night to discuss the latest draft
Constitution.

We’re nearing completion, and the final version will reflect much of the feedback shared at the
club night.

Please come along to the Extraordinary General Meeting on 19 November when we will vote
on the new Constitution. | will email the document to all members on 5 November.

Mariva SKirner

President

FROM THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE

VOLUNTEERS AND SUGGESTIONS NEEDED FOR
SPEAKERS IN 2026
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The programme for the first part of 2026 is now being compiled. If you would like to volunteer
to speak about a topic that you think will be of interest to club members, please contact
Graeme McVerry at club nights or by email graememcv2@xtra.co.nz . Alternatively, if you
have come across a speaker that you think is suitable for HVTC, please let me know along
with their email address, particularly if you have sounded them out to see whether they are
agreeable. 2026 may seem a long way off, but the programme through to 4 February needs to
be finalised by late this month in time for December’s Hills & Valleys.

Most dates from 21 January are still available, plus still (desperately) 3 December 2025, the
last night before the Christmas party the following Wednesday.

Gracme

UPCOMING EVENTS

INTRODUCTORY TRAMPING TRIP ON 9 NOVEMBER

We are inviting people interested in learning more about HVTC to come along on a day trip on
Sunday 9 November.

Tony Birtwistle and Jo Scott are leading the tramp, which is a round trip from Plimmerton to
Pukerua Bay and back to Plimmerton.

Please feel free to share the post on our HVTC Facebook page promoting the trip.
And we look forward to seeing friendly club members to welcome the newcomers.

Marina Skinner

THE SALES TABLE 19 November.

See Above
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2025 HVTC Social Committee's Christmas Party
Wednesday 10 December

Please diary Wednesday 10 December for the 2025 HVTC Social Committee's Christmas
Party
We'd love you to join us. More details to follow in December's H & V .

Also please note, tickets for an End of Year raffle will begin at our November sales table on
19 November - or you can buy them at subsequent club nights - raffle will be drawn at the

Christmas Party!!.
Famela

RUAPEHU ROUNDUP

The 2025 winter season in review.
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So the skiing and riding for winter 2025 has finished - how did it go?

Ruapehu enjoyed good weather in the early season, with the new ski field operators
Whakapapa Holdings working hard on snow making and snow moving to open up the runs.
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We had a big dump of snow in late August and early September which really got the season
going, then a very wet October, culminating in the last day of the season on Labour weekend.

The good bits:

Whakapapa Holdings has a licence to operate the ski field for another 9 years, and are
investing in groomer and snowmaking technology. This was certainly apparent earlier in the
season when there was less natural snow, but good skiing was still available, thanks to
manmade snow, and snow being moved to the “right” places.

Terrain out west was open for the first time in two years.
It was good to see new people staying at the lodge as well as the returnees.

We have a number of external groups locked in for the 2026 season already, which helps our
finances enormously.

Exciting things coming up:
The club is planning to run tramping trips from the lodge at Waitangi weekend and Easter
2026. Keep an eye on your email/Hills and Valleys for more information and how to sign up.

We would love to have more people staying, summer and winter. The lodge is a great place to
stay to experience the tramps and walks in Tongariro National Park. We’ve had a number of
family gatherings at the lodge this year. It's a great venue for a bigger group.

NZ residents get discounted prices on the Sky Waka gondola. See “whakapapa.com” for
details.

We are considering options for having a custodian in-place for specific periods of the 2026
winter season to make it easy for people to come and go. Watch this space.

Whakapapa is currently offering early bird 2026 season pass deals through to 14 November.
Check them out at “whakapapa.com”.

And finally:
Summer prices at the lodge are $40 per person per night. To book your mountain getaway,
please contact club booking officer Alison Newbald on ruapehubookings@hvic.org.nz .

Looking forward to seeing you up there!

Aate Brownsword

On behalf of the Ruapehu committee

Free ski passes!

If you have a child or grandchild aged 10 years old or under, you can claim a free season pass
for them! You do not need to buy an adult season pass to take up this offer. See
“whakapapa.com” for details. The offer ends 30 April 2026 and you will need to buy a $5
snowcard.

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Please welcome Bjorn Johns’ return as a member; and Maarten Quivooy, Angela Hope and
Elise Callagher as new members. We look forward to joining you on club trips.

Doreen &aﬁﬂm;

Membership Officer
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TRANSPORT MATTERS
Doc Watson

Just a friendly reminder about the process of unlocking and locking the garage side door when
picking up or returning our new Minibus.

| have attached a garage and gear room key to both sets of Minibus keys, which enables the
driver to access the garage through the side door and the gear room, if required. The garage
key also opens the main hall door.

When opening the garage side door, please pull it fully open onto the latch, which stops it
swinging around in the wind.

Once the roller door has been opened and the Minibus is outside, then it's a matter of locking
up the garage.

This is a simple matter of carefully lowering the roller door ( don't forget the slide lock at the
bottom ) and exiting through the side door.

To close the side door, it's then a matter of just unlatching it and closing it back.
The side will self lock when closed.
When returning the Minibus, it's a repeat of the above, but this time the Minibus is left tucked

up nicely in the garage ready for its next outing.
Mot/ Dis

TRIP REPORTS

Herepai Hut 18-19 October 2025
Debbie Labet

£, Club Tramp Trip Report

Trip Name: T1 Hutt Bagging Series — Herepai Hut Edition

Date: 18-19 October 2025

Trip Leaders: Emma Dobbie & Debbie Labett

Participants: Ruth Murphy, Mimi Hodis, Deb Labett, Emma Dobbie, Tony Birtwistle, Jo Scott,
David Barnes

Weather: Day one: overcast and cold wind. Day two: nature’s wrath.

A\ The Adventure Begins

Seven trampers from HVTC set off from Putara Road End on a two-day mission to bag
Herepai Hut. Spirits were high, boots were dry, the bush was lush.

The route treated us to farmland fringes, two swing bridges and a wee tease of sunshine, then
surprisingly short final leg to the hut — just 40 minutes post-lunch!
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[ Route Recap
Start Point: Putara Road End
Track Highlights:

determination)

o Meandering riverside strolls
o Swing bridge crossings
o A steep ridge climb that got the heart
pumping
o A well-earned lunch at the junction
before the final push to Herepai
Distance: 5.5 km in (4h 40m with breaks),
3.5 hours out (no stops, just soggy

Elevation Gain: ~802 metres of glorious
uphill

3% Hut Life & Highlights

Herepai Hut: 10 bunks, freshly renovated, and all ours for the night — $10 well spent!
Mimi worked her magic on the log burner, transforming the hut into a cozy haven.
Storytelling sessions ranged from hilarious to heartfelt.

The ambiance? Firelight, friendship, and the faint aroma of... rodent.

The “Character-Building” Bits

[C) Feast Fit for Trampers

Eau de Dead Rat wafting from beneath the floorboards.

A chorus of squeaky mattresses and symphony of snoring provided for a non-blissful
night of sleep!

Overnight: gale-force winds and torrential rain. Sunday’s hike out was a wet, muddy
slip-n-slide.

A tree that was peacefully rooted on Saturday had relocated to the raging river by
Sunday.

David’s impromptu stream dive that happened when the bank he was navigating gave
way (unplanned, ungraceful, unhurt).

Emma’s airborne moment courtesy of a rogue deck board — bruised ribs, scraped shin,
winded and sore wrist, heroic recovery.

Walking pole malfunction: 1. Emma: 0.

Pre-dinner: Camembert and crackers (classy!)
Main: Deb’s pasta & pesto masterpiece, Sous chef
Ruth’s skills produced a veggie medley with spicy
salami and ham

Dessert:

o Chocolate fingers (thanks Ruth!)

o Homemade Russian fudge (Emma’s daughter
= legend)

o Chocolate-coated ginger treats (Jo & Tony)
Arnott’s Milk Arrowroot Biscuits (Mimi’s
surprise hit)

o Whiskey dram for the brave

o Cookies & Cream Mint Kit Kat (David’s sweet
finale)

Reflections & Revelations

8
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« Teamwork makes the tramp work — especially when crossing slips and dodging rogue
trees.

« Good boots, waterproof layers, and dry bags are non-negotiable.

e Tararua liquid sunshine.

o The vibe? Unbeatable. The crew? Legendary. The next adventure? Already brewing.

Debbre

Labour Weekend T1 tramp in the Kawekas
October 24 to 27

Ann Hayman

The D1+ group of eight left the clubrooms at 1pm on Friday and arrived at Kuripapango
campsite after a deviation to Flaxmore, Hastings, for takeaways. The campsite is located one
kilometre off the Napier Taihape Road, south of the Kaweka ranges. It was a popular place for
families and others with Labour weekend ahead. Our tents were up before dark, and we were
away in the morning by 9am.

Leaving the minibus in The Lakes car park we walked up steeply through pine forest, beech
forest and wilding pines to Kuripapango peak (1250m), stopping for morning tea along the
way. It was fine, and windy when exposed. Many birds were calling including shining cuckoo,
long tailed cuckoo, grey warbler, tui and blackbird. We watched one extremely high-speed
blackbird, zooming past, wind assisted over the top of the range, with wings tucked firmly to
body, orange beak pointing determinedly like a guided missile to clear the top and propel to
safety on the lee side.

From Kuripapango peak we had our first view of Mt Ruapehu. Up until here, the large amount
of wilding pines were concerning and hid most views of the surrounding mountain range. From
the peak to Kiwi Saddle hut, there were much less wilding pines, although some were still
creeping up to the tops. We had lunch in a wind sheltered place on the Smith Russell Track
about an hour before Kiwi Saddle hut. In two or three places where the track traversed on
steep slippery scree we moved very cautiously. The rest of the track was well formed. Kiwi
Saddle hut belongs to the Heretaunga Tramping Club, who ask for a donation for staying
overnight. It is pleasantly located in beech forest.

Reaching Kiwi Saddle hut, six of us pitched
¥ tents, while two choose to sleep with the

B other two occupants, a hunter and his son.

8 We all enjoyed sitting in the sun reading,

l doing the crossword, getting firewood,
chatting or simply sun sitting. Our combined
dinner of macaroni cheese was cooked in
the hut and eagerly eaten. It is an eight-
bunk hut, and later in the evening two more
g parties arrived, making nine in the hut and

§ six in tents. Those in tents heard the loud
wind up close and were mainly sheltered by
our position behind the hut.

Janine pitching her tent at Kiwi Saddle Hut

Kiwi Saddle to Mackintosh hut started along the tops with clear views of both Ruapehu and
Ngauruhoe. The weather was fine, and windy, making an exhilarating walk from inside our
parkas, gloves and hats. We took breaks in sheltered places, enjoying the magnificent views
and being out in new territory for most of us. Lunch was on the tops, just before the steep
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descent down Mackintosh spur to the hut, arriving at 4pm. Wilding pines were again
prominent, on the edge of the commercial pine plantations, and well established along most of
the spur.

We had the neatly appointed Mackintosh
eight bunk hut to ourselves and enjoyed
a few hours in the sun before dinner and
settling into sleeping bags. Shortly after
turning in, we heard a possum family
investigating our packs on the verandah.
The packs and boots were brought
inside. Next morning a possum was
removed from the nearby trap, the
second caught in two days, according to
the logbook.

&

e a0 % o
On the Kaweka tops beteen iwiSaddIe Hutnam;l Mackintosh Spur
We chose the longer walk back to the
car park, returning up Mackintosh spur for 20 minutes, and along an undulating traversing
track, steep in places, that crossed several streams. Morning tea was beside a stream. After
the break, things took a turn for the worse when one member of the party became separated
after taking a wrong turn. Following unsuccessful searches, and considering the bad weather
expected soon, the decision was

# made to use the PLB and get more
# searchers on the ground. A
helicopter arrived within the hour
%= landing in the Tutaekuri riverbed

Be= \here several of the party were

=+ located. In the meantime, fortunately
% the party member was found and
! walking down with party searchers
% to join the rest of the group in the
riverbed. They communicated over
the walkie talkie informing the group
in the riverbed who were able to
advise the rescue helicopter that the
incident was well resolved. We were
grateful for support from the rescue helicopter. We regrouped when the whole party reached
the riverbed and were out at the car park by 3.30pm.

Mackintosh hut

We had several minibus drivers for the journey and stopped on the way home in Dannevirke
for dinner.

Tramping in the Kawekas is a new area for some, or visited once many years ago for others in
the party. The area is well tracked. Huts are well maintained and located. The drive from the
clubrooms is about four and a half hours, making a suitable trip for a long weekend in an area
with spectacular views. The spread of wilding pines is concerning. We were fortunate to have
fine (although windy) weather with no rain for tramping and camping.

Party members: Elaine and Derek Richardson, Jo Scott and Tony Burtwhistle, Janine Foon,
David McQueen, Ann Hayman and Neil Parker (trip leaders).

#/M&

10 BJFM/H&V/Vol78/No10



HVTC T2 Kawekas Labour Weekend 2025
Bob Deller

Nick (leader), Andrew and | travelled by private vehicle and camped with the T1 group at
Kuripapango camping area on Friday night. On Saturday morning we drove to The Lakes car
park and set off for Back Ridge Hut. The route we took to the tops is named “The Rogue” and
roguish it was — direct and steep. Above the bush line the route was relatively gentle with good
views but the stiff, cold westerly breeze did not encourage lingering.

w After lunch and five hours into our journey we
" reached the junction with the Macintosh track
where we chatted to three people from
Heretaunga Tramping Club. Looking ahead at
the long climb to Kaweka J (1724 metres) and
feeling quite tired, | decided to divert to

Studholme Saddle Hut for the night.

This delightful four bunk hut was recently
moved to the site previously occupied by the
Studholme Saddle Bivouac (re-located to a new
site near Whetu). | thought I'd be alone for the
night but two parties of two arrived later.

Nick and Andrew carried on after leaving me at
the Studholme Hut turn off for another 3.5 hours to Back Ridge Hut. The route was over a
broad wide ridge that climbed another 300 metres to Kaweka J. The hut was full and so were
all the best tent sites. Back Ridge Hut is very nicely located at the end of a valley.

Next morning | went back up to the junction to meet Nick and Andrew on their return. Along the
way | discovered three eroded areas with dead pinus contorta trees (cut or poisoned) and
heaps of small seedling trees sprouting around them. | spent the better part of an hour pulling
them out. Pinus contorta has almost filled the valleys east of our route along the range. | was
told there are regular operations to stop significant encroachment on the western side of the
main ridge line. The tracks we used (The Rogue and Macintosh Spur) could become unusable
if the pines aren’t cut back from time- to- time.

Nick and Andrew arrived about three hours after leaving
Back Ridge Hut. The journey up Back Ridge itself had a

F few spots where scrambling on loose rock was required,
made more difficult by facing directly into the sun and with
high winds. At Kaweka J the winds were very strong,
which, along with an updated weather forecast and a
tweak to Andrew’s knee, deterred us from our original
route to Kiwi Saddle Hut. After snacks we headed off
down Macintosh Spur track, reaching the hut in around
two and a half hours for a late lunch.

We decided to walk out to the car and travel home that
evening. The shortest track is the one that goes to
Macintosh car park. It's only three kilometres as the crow
flies, but about two kilometres along it descends very
steeply about 200 metres down a spur to the Tutaekuri
River. Recently the track was diverted to a new route east
of the one shown on current topo maps and it bottoms out
SRR very close to the bridge across the river. The new route is
very knee-joint unfrlendly and could be very slippery when wet!
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Across the river we had a 240 metre climb up to the Macintosh car
park (which is closed due to logging operations) followed by a 2.5 km
walk along a forestry road back to The Lakes car park.

Thanks Nick and Andrew for an enjoyable trip!

by Cartoonist/photographer Alan Benge

NEW ! JUST PRINTED.

“% Two different 2026 calendars for sale, $20 each.

% 1. Cartoon Calendar, A4, over 13 Original black and white cartoons on tramping
in New Zealand.

% 2. Photographic Calendar A4, over 13 of the most scenic photos I've taken around
New Zealand on Great Walks and in National Parks. Full colour.

CALENDAR ONE CALENDAR TWO

2026 CARTOON 2026
TRAMPING CALENDAR :

.". 3 ‘\&\ (
"‘\\ \/ ’s-l K=
NN w &

* Special deal - if you buy two calendars, they are $15 each.

Keep a lookout for the notification of when Alan will be bringing his calendars to club night for
sale.

The views expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Hutt
Valley Tramping Club. Any queries or comments should be directed to the writer of the article.
Contributions to the Hills & Valleys are welcomed and encouraged but all are accepted on the
understanding that the Editor has the authority to make minor changes if deemed necessary,
refer back to the contributor for amendment, or return the contribution for amendment by the
Writer.
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