DATE: September 2025 Vol. 78 No. 08

“Cupola Crux” by Andrew Fisher
Winner — FMC Category Above the Bushline with Human Element
Winner — HVTC Scenic Cup

Please submit your October2025 H&V articles to the editor by 28t September 2025
HVTC Postal Address: PO Box 30-883, Lower Hultt:
Clubrooms: Birch Street Reserve, Birch Street, Waterloo
Internet: http://www.hvtc.org.nz  E-mail: info@hvtc.org.nz

President: Marina Skinner 021 792 260 Secretary: Emma Dobbie 027 252 5045
Trip Coordinator: Dennis Page 021 229 9901 Treasurer: Leanne Asher 586 2135

Editor H&V : Bruce Miller 027 563 5966 the-bruce@xtra.co.nz
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o\ )
(3}} CLUB NIGHT PROGRAMME 8)4}}
/' Starts 7:30 pm promptly /’
3 September : Andrew Robinson - 300 trips in 20 years

Andrew Robinson recently completed his 300th trip with the club. He will share some highlights of
the places he has been and the people he has tramped or biked with in his 20 years with HVTC.

10 September : Andrew & Catharina Fisher — Kahurangi National Park
Andrew & Catharina will present highlights of trips in Nov 2024 in Kahurangi National Park
including the Arthur Range, Mt Owen and 1000 Acres Plateau. Come a long for a night of
photographic treats. Both Andrew & Catharina showed that they are exceptional photographers
with their entries in the recent HVTC photograph competition.

17 September : Jonathan Ravens & Anthony Davies — Fast-tracking Belmont Quarry
Resource Consents
Jonathan Ravens and Anthony Davies from the Friends of Belmont Regional Park will give a
presentation about the fast-track proposal for Winstone Aggregates to acquire a significant
portion - 30 Ha - of BelImont Regional Park, to use for dumping overburden. If this is allowed to
go ahead, it would destroy the regenerating forest and topography there, making a large part of
the park inaccessible for recreational use. The FOBRP are working to fight this proposal; the
presentation will present a little of the history of the area and discuss some of the issues involved
in the fast-track plan.

Return of the Sales Table
The Sales Table will be returning on the third Wednesday of every month, starting tonight.
See details elsewhere in this issue of Hills & Valleys.

24 September : Andrew & Catharina Fisher — Inland Kaikouras and Nelson Lakes
In late 2024 Andrew & Catharina dusted off their ice-axes and rope and did some above the bush
trips in the inland Kaikouras and Nelson Lakes National Park. After several failed attempts in
years gone by, Cat finally got to the top of Tappy!

1 October : Marilyn Sickels — For something different - Rebus Puzzles
What is a rebus puzzle? A rebus is a puzzle that uses pictures, symbols, objects, letters,
numbers to represent words or phrases. The solution is found by deciphering the visual clues and
combining them to form the answer.

Rebuses have been around for a long time. During medieval times they were used on coats of
arms by noblemen and knights to show family names. People often used pictures of objects that
sounded similar to their family names. They were also used on other personal objects and
buildings to show ownership. This helped illiterate people know to who things belonged.
Come along and form teams to enjoy a fun night of images, words, phrases and symbols to solve
the puzzles.
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LT\%;J FORTHCOMING TRIPS lﬁj’*}_,

NOTES
Where there is no leader given for a trip, please email tripcoordinator@hvtc.org.nz to volunteer to
lead a trip, either as shown or an alternative.

September

5-7 T1 Sayer’s Hut (from Mangatarere Road) Van | Andrew Robinson
T2

Sun7 D1 Belmont Regional Park Marina Skinner
@ | Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell

Fri 12 D1+ | Mountain House Circuit Bob/Bernice Deller

12 - 14 T1+ | 13-14 Waitewaewae Hut Van | Mel Stoneham
T2

Sun 14 D1 | Trip Required Leader Required
D2 | East Harbour 3 Peaks Chris & Murray
@ Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell

19 - 21 T Trip Required Leader Required
T2

Sun 21 D1 Goat Rock Leader Required
@ | Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell

26 - 28 T1 27-28 Cone Hut (from Waiohine Gorge Road) | Van | Andrew Robinson
T2

Sun 28 Daylight Savings Starts (Clocks forward 1 hr)
D1 Remutaka Forest Park Area Doreen Courtenay
@ Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell

October

3-5 T1 Trip Required Leader Required
T2

Sun5 D1 Plimmerton to Pukerua Bay Tony B / Jo Scott
@ | Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell

FROM THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
NEW CLUB MINIBUS

MEMBERS TEST DRIVE OUR NEW MINIBUS

/~// About 40 people turned out for an afternoon tea to
o . welcome our new club minibus on Saturday 9 August
at the clubrooms.

Transport Officer Doc Watson showed off the
features of the Toyota Hiace minibus, including the
beautiful signage created by club member Chris Keen
and his wife Brenda.

The icy southerly gave drivers an excellent
' opportunity to crank up the heating for passengers on
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test drives around Lower Hutt. We were all grateful for the step-up in comfort compared with our

old van.

MINIBUS COSTINGS

SUMMARY

The total cost of our new Toyota Hiace ZX Minibus, including extra safety features, signage and

insurance, came to $74,653.

We had $80,209 available for the purchase and a $6,000 trade-in, which has left us with $11,555

to start our new transport replacement fund.

DETAILS

Money Available for Minibus purchase

Term Deposits (incl. interest) 66,982.05
Donations (incl. interest) 11,036.80
Natusch contribution (for safety items) 2,190.22
Total Minibus Savings 80,209.07
Cost breakdown for Minibus - King Toyota

Toyota Hiace ZX Minibus 64,490.00
Service Advantage Prepayment (4 years) 1,680.00
Towbar (incl. cover) 1,485.50
Rubber Tree 10 seat covers 1,500.00
Additional Spare Key 400.00
Safety Hammer - glass break * 29.66
Fire Extinguisher (incl. bracket) * 202.14
First Aid kit * 66.67
Rear Cargo Barrier * 1,891.75
Total King Toyota Cost 71,745.72
Note: * indicates safety item (total $2,190.22)

Other Costs

Artwork on Minibus 2,109.77
Insurance (to increase cover to $70,000) 798.42
Total Other Costs 2,908.19
Total Minibus cost 74,653.91
Less: Trade-in of old Ford van 6,000.00
Balance to be Covered from Total Minibus Savings  68,653.91
Residual Minibus Savings (to Transport Account) 11,555.16
Payments made from Minibus Savings

Reimbursement to General Account for Deposit 2,000.00
King Toyota Cost less Deposit & Trade-in 63,745.72
Artwork on Minibus 2,109.77
Insurance (to increase cover to $70,000) 798.42
Total Payments Made 68,653.91
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HVTC PHOTO COMPETITION 2025 WINNERS AND
RUNNERS-UP

The 2025 HVTC Photo Competition was judged by professional photographer Andrew Labett.
Thank you, Andrew, for contributing your time and expertise in formulating your valuable
comments and deciding on the winning entries and runners-up.

The winning and runner-up entries in the FMC categories qualify for entry to the FMC

competition.
Entrants
Thirteen photographers submitted a total of 103 entries across ten categories.
Jan Arts Andrew Robinson Andrew Fisher
Sharman Robinson Catharina Fisher John Simes
John Flux Phaedra Upton Lex Grubner
Anja van Kesteren Ann Haymann Maarten Vink Michael Priest

Winners and runners-up

FMC CATEGORIES:

ABOVE THE BUSHLINE = no human element

1st place Phaedra Upton ‘Mt Guy, Hakatere”
2nd Place  Andrew Fisher “Pukekaikiore and Ngauruhoe”

ABOVE THE BUSHLINE - with human element

1st Place Andrew Fisher “Cupola Crux”
2nd Place Lex Gruber “The Scree Mt Taranaki”

BELOW THE BUSHLINE = no human element

1st Place Andrew Fisher “Tidal”
2nd Place John Flux “Gold on Foxton Beach”

BELOW THE BUSHLINE - with human element

1st Place Catharina Fisher  “Early morning start.”
2nd Place Equal  Andrew Fisher “Potts Hut”
Ann Hayman “Cone Hut”

SCENIC CUP (best of the 4 categories above)

5

Winner Andrew Fisher “Cupola Crux” (See front page)
Judge’s Comment
This photo taken in Nelson Lakes is fantastic. Having a fairly monochromatic scene with the
climber in bright red as well as being in the thirds position left to right, gives the image real
impact. If you didn’t have the person in the photo it would not be the same. Having cloud adds
to the drama of the scene and helps the snow tone. The image is tightly cropped on both the
top and bottom of the image which works, but | would have given it maybe a little bit more
room. | would also crop quite a bit of the left-hand side so there is not so much white snow in
the foreground, but this would make the image square. So maybe if you had the person slightly
more to their left a little and then you recomposed so they are still in the 3rd position it would
help. This photo is a tricky one to get the exposure right. The person and the mountains are
well exposed but the snow in the foreground is not. The whites of the snow have no detail in
them at all. Not that this takes much from the photo at all. The only way around this would
have been to underexpose the photo and bring out the details later in editing. Even though |
have said many things on how to improve this photo | think this is a fantastic scene and photo.
Really well done.
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CLUB CATEGORIES:

NATIVE FLORA AND FAUNA

1st Place Andrew Fisher “Yet another mushroom photo”

2nd Place John Flux “Green Blowfly”
NOVICE

Michael Priest “Seal at Turakirae Head Scientific Reserve”

OVERSEAS

1st Place Ann Hayman “Framed”

2nd Place Phaedra Upton ‘Kumana Kodo”
PERSONALITY

No 1st or 2nd place.
TOPICAL

1st Place Andrew Fisher “Tara-rua”

No Second Place

p

Some of the competition winners, together with the competition organiser.

UPCOMING EVENTS

ONLY TWO WEEKS TILL THE SALES TABLE BEGINS
AGAIN!!

We are looking forward to reinstating the HVTC Social Committee sales table but we will depend
on you as club members to join in - either by bringing goodies such as produce, baking,
preserves, books, other interesting items, or buying them. :) Because we don't have any space to
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store items that aren't sold, we ask you to please take them home at the end of the evening. We
are happy for you to bring them back the following month if you would like.

As a reminder the sales table trial is to be held on the third Wednesday of every month
commencing around 7.10pm - initially on 17 September.

Looking forward to trialling the table again.

Faneta

for HVTC Social Committee

UPCOMING EVENTS AT RUAPEHU LODGE

In Out Event
Mon 08 Sept | Fri 12 Sept Club Spring Ski Week Contact Rachel Bruce 027 486 8961
: October School Holiday Contact Booking Officer (Alison
Mon 22 Sept | Fri 26 Sept week 1 Newbald) 027 451 2587
. October School Holiday Contact Booking Officer (Alison
Mon 29 Sept | Fri 3 Oct week 2 Newbald) 027 451 2587

Booking can be done by contacting the Booking Officer Alison Newbald by:
. Email to Ruapehubookings@hvtc.org.nz , or
. Phone to 027 451 2587and leave a message if there is no reply.

So, time to start planning some trips up the mountain whether it be for skiing, climbing or just
rambling around enjoying the fantastic mountain environment.

This list doesn’t mean that you have to go on an organised trip. There are plenty of other
opportunities to use the lodge throughout the winter season for skiing, climbing, ski touring or just
relaxing. Just pick a time, contact the booking officer (details listed above) then come on up.

Ablison Newbald

RUAPEHU ROUNDUP

Hi everyone
There’s snow in the forecast!

It's been a bit of a slow start to the season but
after spending a long weekend on the mountain
we have been impressed with the quality of the
snow and the trail making. The Whakapapa staff
have done a great job on the Rangitira, gondola
and Valley trails, which offer some excellent
skiing. That along with predicted snow this
weekend makes it a great time to book in at the
lodge for some late winter fun.

We have had some changes to existing ; I y
bookings and now have spaces available through the flrst two weeks of September. The lodge
will be open and available for bookings from Saturday 30 August through to Wednesday 17
September, so now is the time to book that holiday.

To book your spot, contact Alison Newbald on Ruapehubookings@hvtc.org.nz

Aate Brownsword

Thanks and see you up the mountain!
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Please welcome 4 new members. Sonia Flux, Daniel Brownsword, Tom Brownsword and Suzy
Stubbs.

We look forward to joining you on club trips.

Doreen &aﬁf&/taf

Membership Officer

GREATER WELLINGTON BACKCOUNTRY NETWORK
AGM

7. 2N

GWBN

GREATER WELLINGTON

nnnnnnn

GWBN will hold its Annual General Meeting in the HVTC Clubrooms at 6.30 pm on Tuesday 30
September. All members of HVTC - being thereby also members of GWBN — are welcome (and
should!) to attend. The Chairperson’s report for the 2024-25 year accompanies this edition of
Hills and Valleys.

GWABN is an organisation of volunteers that undertakes maintenance of many of the publicly-
available huts and about 430 kms of tracks in the Tararua, Aorangi and Remutaka Ranges.
During the past year Derrick Field (the Chairperson) reports that 26 volunteers spent 2159
person-hrs maintaining huts and 32 volunteers contributed 2920 person-hrs effort clearing 111km
of track — a huge effort that benefits all who choose to recreate in the region’s backcountry —
that's us!

Please contribute to this effort whenever/wherever you are able — and support GWBN at the
AGM, the organisation that remarkably manages all this volunteer work.

/f/aﬁm; Prestand

TRIP REPORTS

EAST/WEST WHAKANUI 2025

Sunday 27 July
Jackie West

After a fine frosty week nineteen keen trampers set off for some exercise from Sunny Grove at
9:30am. The walk only takes about five hours so is ideal for a short winter’s day. After thirty
minutes we had a brief stop to check that everyone was happy and that the group wasn’t too
spread out. Our next stop was for morning tea at the junction with the McKerrow Track. A few sat
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at the junction while most found a place by the track
down the hill before the junction. The fortunate few
nabbed a place in the sun with a view.

We made our way along the West Whakanui and
discovered there had been some windfalls since last
year one of which we had to crawl under. Eventually
we turned off the track to our left and began the
gentle climb up to Point 711. On finding an area that
was fairly open | decided it would be a suitable place
to have lunch where people could spread out without
loosing sight off each other.

The post lunch walk was pleasantly uneventful, and
we were all back at the cars by 2:30 having enjoyed
some exercise and good company on a sunny but
cool winter’s day.

The nineteen were: Doreen Courtnay, Heather
Eskdale, Suzy Stubbs, Leanne Asher, Valray Climo,
Lex Grubner, Clare Kelly, Sally Babington, Fiona
Howat, Anna and William Liao, Bob and Bernice
Deller, Jim Cousins, Debbie Labett, David McQueen, Mike Priest and leaders Chris and Jackie

West.
Jackie

LOWRY BAY TO THE BUS BARN 2025

Sunday 17 August
Jackie West

On the Monday before the
tramp the forecast for
Sunday was dire with rain
all day. Each day during the
week there was a slight
improvement until Sunday
Wa morning there was a

¥ possibility of a shower in the
¢ morning with showers and
southerly in the afternoon.

Thirteen of us departed
Cheviot Rd just before 9 am
with one Chris in front and
the other the tail end
Charlie, an arrangement
that remained until the last
section to the bus barn. We
had a pleasant morning tea
* break at the Lowry Junction.
~ We stopped for lunch on
Hawtrey which at 343m is the second highest point on the route and where the bush is open and
room for thirteen people to find somewhere to sit. Our next stop was the junction where two
tracks from Muritai Rd meet the “route” we have been on and the track down to Butterfly Creek.
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There is a bench, some information panels and a view over Wellington Harbour which was very
calm with no sign of the forecasted southerly showers.

The track drops down through a beautiful valley of bush and for much of the way follows Butterfly
Creek until the track climbs up to the junction with the track from the picnic area by Gollans
Stream which is what most people think of as Butterfly Creek. There was a quick regroup at the
top of the hill but on seeing the sign showing 40 minutes to the bus barn some people were eager
to get going. We all took less than 40 minutes and the front runners saw a bus leaving as they
neared the end of the track. After relaxing at the picnic tables by the bus stop we all caught the
3.25 pm bus back to Lowry Bay and when we reached the cars had walked 15 km with no need
to drag our parkas out of our pack.

Those on the tramp were: Sally Babington, Heather Eskdale, Leanne Asher, Chris McMillian,
Louise Gibson, Anna and William Liao, Janine Foon, Kate Livingston, David McQueen, Jim
Cousins and Jackie and Chris West leaders.

Uackre

PHILIP (PHIL) RUNDLE

21/12/1931 - 24/7/2025
Pat and John Tristram

Club Members were saddened by the news that Phil passed away peacefully on Thursday evening,
24 July. We felt privileged to be asked to say a few words on Phil’s involvement with the Hutt Valley
Tramping Club, which was a big part of his life, just as the Club owes Phil grateful thanks for all he did
for the Club and its members.

; Phil joined the Club in 1951 and was a keen, active
and enthusiastic tramper and skier.

He was Treasurer of the Club from 1952-55, Vice

& President from 1960-1965 and again served as

| Treasurerin 1965. In 2000 he became Ruapehu
Treasurer and remained so until 2012. He was also the
Club Auditor for a considerable number of years and
many Club Treasurers, other Officers and members
have been very grateful for Phil’s sage advice and

. wisdom.

* Phil’s love of books and reading led him to being the
+ Club Librarian for a number of years when he
. introduced some fine books to the Library. He was
“+ also Editor of Hills and Valleys 1957-58 and wrote
many articles for this and the Club’s Annual
publications, including on the early history of
shelters/huts, and the Clubrooms. These appeared in
a very early publication of the Annualin 1966, with
further articles on skiing, the Ruapehu Hut, and

. ki N updates of the Clubrooms and Shelter in the
Mountains written for the Club’s Golden Jubilee publication in 1973.
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He was a keen photographer and produced many good photos of Club people, mountains and bush
and provided a number of his favorite photos that were scanned for the Club’s centenary
celebrations in 2023.

During all these years Phil was regularly tramping, leading trips, participating in hut and track working
parties, skiing and cycling. He was also a Search and Rescue contact for the Club for many years.

Phil was made a Life Memberin 1982.

Alan Stevens remembers 1959 in London when four Hutt Valley Club members were living and
working there. Phil organized a memorable trip for them to North Wales to do some climbing on the
Idwal Slabs, after which they tramped south over the hills to the Snowdon area. This group did more
exploring in the UK together and separately before returning to NZ and HVTC activities again.

John has particularly fond memories of Phil becoming the Treasurer of NZ Land SAR when it was set
up as an independent Incorporated Society in 1994. John was appointed the first Field Officer and
knowing little of accountancy matters, asked Phil if he was prepared to be Treasurer of the
Organization. Phil took this task on willingly and John regularly visited him for guidance, advice and
Phil’s ever-ready help with the finances for the next 12 years, when both retired from this organization
in 2006. The NZ Land Search and Rescue Award was awarded to Phil in May that year to
acknowledge his huge contribution to the Committee as Treasurer.

The same can be said for his involvement with the NZ Mountain Radio Service, an extension of his
SAR activities and care for trampers and outdoor folk in general by becoming Review Accountant of
the Wellington branch in 1983 until the present — some 42 years — assisting Graeme Lyon the
Treasurer (for even more years).

My own involvement with Phil’s financial expertise was with the Tararua Tramping Museum Trust, an
organization set up in the mid-1980s to try and save some of the early tramping artefacts that were
being lost as early trampers passed away. Phil was appointed a Trustee of this organization and
inevitably became its Treasurer —in fact still is as we’ve been unable to wind it up successfully.

Other Club members have recalled Phil’s financial and auditing assistance while being the Club
Treasurer or working on Club projects (like the Ruapehu Bunk Room rebuilding), or transport officer
(sorting out the money for trips) or just happy to assist in explaining the Club’s finances. His help
was unwavering and always readily available.

We understand there are a number of other organizations — Lower Hutt Brance of Forest Bird for
example - who have benefitted from Phil’s expertise over many years. But the one thing that sticks
out is how much time — not just hours, but years in fact — he was willing to devote to all these
organizations.

He was a keen skier at Mt Ruapehu staying at the Club Hut and taking part in work parties. He also
joined Club trips to the South Island to Broken River, Lake Tekapo, St Arnaud and possibly others.

Phil was always an enthusiastic cyclist, riding up Hill Road regularly when they lived there and along
the streets and Hutt River Trail once they moved to Tennyson Ave. Often on these rides he would
travel slowly with a plastic bag on his carrier so he could stop to pick up rubbish along the way. It
was not that long ago he rode over to join Club Members on a work party in a patch of plantings
beside the Hutt River just north of the Ava Rail bridge. He really enjoyed catching up with folk. He
was still on his bike in January.

He was a keen participant in multi-day cycling trips before they became known as bike-packing trips.
One trip was Easter 1998 riding from Collingwood to Big River, bike packing along the Kahurangi
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Coast, while another was the Otago Rail Trail in 2001 (a year after it opened) when Club members did
the trip by catching the train from Dunedin to Pukerangi and cycling through to Clyde and then back,
camping along the way as accommodation was limited. The weather wasn’t the best and one night
they stayed in new accommodation in Oturehua. In 2014 when another Club group did this trip (not
bike-packing) on the first page of their Visitors Book was a photo of this intrepid group with Phil.

He and Mary also joined us on a couple of multi-day
trips, one being up the East Coast in 2008 when we
took the Club van, staying in Motor Camps and doing
days trips in the Ruahines (to the high point Kaweka
J) and an overnight to climb Mt Hikurangi to see the
sunrise (it didn’t). Phil, as well as participating was
our trip treasurer —again much appreciated.

B Phil, Tauherenikau River

Phil’s swimming was also legendary, and he regularly
swam lengths of the local pools, covering very long
distances and was something he obviously enjoyed
right up until May this year.

A great many club people remember Phil as a
respected, well-liked friend and companion, one
who was ready to help, had anecdotes to tell with
quite a sense of humour. He had an understated
impact on many of us.

Although seen as a reserved and thoughtful person
he was always calm and professional with a quietly
competent manner. He was very intelligent and
conversations with Phil, while not long, were always
insightful and enjoyable. We are going to miss him.

To Mary, Christopher, Vivienne, Katherine and families we extend our sincere condolences and
sympathy.

Pt and Jokn

From Mary and Family

To all who came to the Service and those who sent messages of sympathy, whose personal details
we do not have, my family and | send our thanks and appreciation. The Club was a large part of Phil’s
life for a long time, and he continued to take a good interest in your activities although he could not
take part in them.

Our thanks to you all.

The views expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessatrily the views of the Hutt
Valley Tramping Club. Any queries or comments should be directed to the writer of the article.
Contributions to the Hills & Valleys are welcomed and encouraged but all are accepted on the
understanding that the Editor has the authority to make minor changes if deemed necessary,
refer back to the contributor for amendment, or return the contribution for amendment by the
Writer.

12 BJFM/H&V/Vol78/No08



