
HVTC GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING  
7.15 pm, Monday 14 July 2025 

Marina’s 

 
Apologies: John Smeith, Emma Dobbie, Doreen Courtenay 
 
Present: Marina Skinner (chair), Dennis Page, Chriselda McMillan, Ann Hayman, Mel Stoneham, Lex 
Grubner, Jim Cousins, Debbie, Labett, Doc Watson, Kate Brownsword (minutes). 

 
Minutes from previous meeting: Confirmed by the general committee 

 

Correspondence: 

In: 

Out:  

 

Matters arising and action points: 

• PLB use – discussion of Dennis’ document. Dennis will confer with the SAR contacts and come back 
to the GC 

• Transport sub-committee update – all agreed the proposed signage looks great. The van will be a 
mobile billboard for the club. There is $12,000+ left in the transport account. 

• Motion: We accept Chris Keen’s quote of $1834.58 + gst ($2109.77 total) for the design and wrap for 

our new van. We thank Chris for donating his time to install the wrap. Proposed by Marina, seconded 

by Ann. All agreed.   

• Motion: We agree to cover the cost of the new van’s safety features, which total $2,190.22, from the 

Gilbert Natusch bequest. Proposed by Marina, seconded by Doc. All agreed.  

• Motion: We thank the HVTC members for their recent donation of $500 towards fitting out the new 

van. This will contribute to the cost of seat covers. Proposed by Marina, seconded by Mel. All agreed.  

• It was confirmed that Wainuiomata High School decided not to accept our offer to buy the Transit 

van. Instead we are trading in the van to Toyota for $6,000, as we previously agreed. 

• Van fares – discussion paper previously circulated. Chriselda has incorporated feedback into the 

recommendations. Discussion followed, especially regarding trips to Ruapehu, student fares, work 

parties and conservation groups. The GC was asked to provide further feedback to Chriselda. 

• Van bookings and priority – further discussion on the use of the van for private trips. 

• Drivers – update from Mel. 24 people have replied asking to continue on the approved drivers’ list; 6 

people have resigned; 2 people now living in Auckland/England have been taken off the list. Drivers 

will be notified when the van familiarisation is happening. 

• Marina suggested that we have a ‘welcome to the van’ event – agreed. 

• Doc and Jim to discuss insurance. 

• Walkie Talkies - the GC agreed to purchase two walkie talkies as recommended, with funds from 
the Natusch bequest, $264. Lex will purchase. 
 

Safety Issues: None reported 
 
Environmental Issues: 
An update from Derek Richardson: Friends of Belmont Regional Park is looking to do a presentation at a 
Wednesday clubnight regarding the proposed fast-track quarry plans. The General Committee supports 
this. Marina to let Derek know. 

 
 
 
 



General Business: 

Insurance – we receive a rebate of $500 on our insurance by having an A4 sign in the foyer saying that we 
are insured by PIC. Lex to arrange and Jim to invoice PIC. 

Sales table – the Social Committee are keen to restart this. We endorse this and thank them for starting it 
again. The meeting reinforced the previous General Committee motion that the sales table fund is for the 
benefit of members. The fund is expected to provide special, rather than essential, items for the club. 
Marina to ask the Social Committee to stay in contact with the General Committee about any requests for 
purchases, which could be funded through the sales table fund or other club sources.  

Ruapehu Committee Report:  We had a large group at the lodge over the July school holidays (thanks Lex), 
and now we are just awaiting the arrival of more snow. A good number of outside groups have already 
booked to stay this winter. 
 

Reports: 
Trips report – taken as read 

Financial report- Many thanks to Jim for years of service as treasurer. That the cash book balance be noted 

and payments/transfers of $488.19 be approved. 

Transport report – That the bank book balance be noted and payments of $141.83 be approved. 

Membership report – taken as read. 

Clubrooms and gear report – taken as read. Expenditure on gear room locks was approved. 

Next meeting: Debbie’s, Tuesday 12 August, 7:15pm 
 


