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80@ CLUB NIGHT PROGRAMME (}@
7 Starts 7:30 pm promptly /’

2 July : Tony Jaegers — Snowboarding at Hakuba, Nagano, Japan
In February of 2024, Tony spent nine days visiting seven of the ten ski areas in the Hakuba area.

9 July : Kate Livingston - The Bibbulmun
Bibbulmun

AIVHl

At a 1,000 kms, the Bibb is a long-distance bush walk. Last October Kate headed to Western
Australia, loaded with a tent rather than a swag, to sample a few sections of this trail with its gum
trees, wild flowers, ocean views and an occasional snake.

16 July : Jackie West - A Double Feature: Two Short Talks

The Greenstone/Caples
After completing Marina's Routeburn and Kepler tramps the West were joined by Kate and Vera
on the very scenic Greenstone/Caples track.

Painting Waitewaewae or watching wet paint dry in the pouring rain
Within two weeks of returning from the South Island, the Wests joined Murray's group of
volunteers who spent seven nights and eight days painting and cleaning Waitewaewae Hut.
While facing a few challenges they did leave it in a much better state than they found it.

23 July : Tony Jaegers — Snowboarding at Naeba-Kagura, Niigata, Japan

o gy L -
In February and March of 2025 Tony spent nine days snowboarding at the ‘St. Moritz of the East’,
which has Japan’s longest gondola.

30 July: Annual General Meeting

Come along and hear about the club’s activities over the last year and current issues. You are
also most welcome to volunteer for one of the HVTC committees to contribute your part for the
year ahead.

6 August: Open Night
Come along and show about a dozen images of your recent outdoor activities. Don’t wait to the
last minute, start sorting them out now.
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FORTHCOMING TRIPS

NOTES

Where there is no leader given for a trip, please email tripcoordinator@hvtc.org.nz to volunteer to

lead a trip, either as shown or an alternative.

July
1-4 Ruapehu — School Holiday Week 1 Alison Newbald
4-6 1 Trip Required Leader Required
T2 | Trip Required Leader Required
Sun 6 D1 | Turakirae Head Seals Anja van Kesteren
@ | Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
7-11 Ruapehu — School Holiday Week 2 Alison Newbald
Tues 8 @ Moonlight Walk: TBA Leader Required
11-13 1 Renata Hut Van Andrew Robinson
T2 | Trip Required Leader Required
Sun 13 D1+ | Wainuiomata Water Catchment Nick Mc Bride
@ | Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
18 - 20 1 Trip Required Leader Required
T2 | Trip Required Leader Required
Sun 20 D1 City to Sea Marina Skinner
@ Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
25-27 T1 Trip Required Leader Required
T2 | Trip Required Leader Required
Sun 27 D1 East-West Whakanui Jackie/Chris West
@ | Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
August
1-3 1 Trip Required Leader Required
T2 | Trip Required Leader Required
Sat 2 D1 Otari Guided Walk (Adv. Booking Req’d Bernice Deller
$20 pp)
Sun 3 D1 Southern Walkway Heather Eskdale
@ | Bike ride 2hrs - 9.30 from Avalon Park Leena Stowell
Tues 5 @ Moonlight Walk: TBA Leader Required

FROM THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday 30 July, 2025

The Annual General Meeting of the Hutt Valley Tramping Club will take place in our Clubrooms at
7.30 pm on Wednesday 30 July, 2025. The General Committee warmly welcomes your presence
at this meeting.

An important function will be the election of Officers and Members to the General, Ruapehu and
Social Committees.
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* Nominations for all positions on these committees will be received by the secretary from 3 June
through until Wednesday 2 July.

* A vacancy exists for a clubroom booking person, please consider taking on this role.

* Nomination Forms are available at the Clubrooms and from the Secretary.

» Any Notices of Motion for consideration at the AGM should be provided to the Secretary before
Wednesday 2 July.

The formal Notice of the Annual General Meeting will be distributed to members by email on or
before the 16" July. Included in this email will be the Annual Report and the Annual Accounts.
Please note that the Annual Accounts will be presented in a Performance Report format, which is
a requirement of the new Incorporated Societies Act from 2026. The General Committee has
agreed to present the Annual Accounts in the new format for the 24/25 year.

Regards

Loma Dobbre

HVTC Secretary

NEW CLUB VAN

New club van will soon be here

Our new club van has arrived in New Zealand and we expect it will be ready for us by the end of
July.

A reminder that we are getting a Toyota ZX Hiace Minivan that seats 10 and is automatic.
Before we take delivery, it will have some safety features, a tow bar and seat covers fitted.

Our transport sub-committee members have been working hard to prepare for the van’s arrival,
including creating guidelines for van use and finalising fares for the van and private vehicle
drivers.

I’'m very grateful to all the sub-committee members — Ann Hayman, Doc Watson, Chriselda
McMillan, Murray McMillan, Bob Deller and Andrew Robinson — for everything they’ve done ahead
of the van’s arrival. Stand by for details in the coming month.

We’re looking for van drivers
We are seeking expressions of interest from club members who wish to become official drivers.
A full car driver's licence is required to drive the van, which has automatic transmission.

All van drivers will be asked to undertake familiarisation comprising a review of the van features
and operation and a short drive.

If you are interested in being a driver of our new van, please contact Doc Watson at
docwatson79@gmail.com or Mel Stoneham at melanie.stoneham@gmail.com by 14 July.

Our old van is for sale

We’'re offering our 2001 Ford Transit van for sale to HYTC members at $7,000 (or more) as is,
where is. The HVTC signage will be removed before sale.

We consider our asking price very reasonable since we have quotes of $6,000 from King Toyota
and Capital Ford, who would sell the van for far more.
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Please contact me at marinaskinner@xtra.co.nz or Doc Watson at docwatson79@gmail.com for
more details about the van, its maintenance or any other details. You’re very welcome to take it
for a drive and to get an AA or any other check.

Please respond to me or Doc by 14 July.

If there are no offers, we will trade the van in.

Mariva Sinner

HVTC President

UPCOMING EVENTS

REMINDER : 2025 HVTC PHOTO COMPETITION
ENTRIES CLOSE 20th JULY

This year’s Competition theme for the FMC is “Public Land Forever”. Any photo highlighting a
public space in New Zealand that you think is under threat of being lost to the public, or has
already suffered that fate can compete for an additional prize in the FMC photo competition. This
includes loss of access or negative impact by human activities. Photos for this are still entered in
the regular categories, but please indicate to me if any of your photos are themed shots for
consideration for the additional prize.

Full details of the categories and conditions of entry are given in the June Hills & Valleys.
Remember placing first or second in an FMC category in the club competition is the only path for
HVTC members to enter the nationwide FMC competition. There are also HVTC only categories.
Except for the historic category, entries must have been taken since 1 January 2024. Don’t be put
off if you are not an experienced photographer — there is a novice category for those who have not
entered a photo competition previously.

You may enter up to 4 images in each category, and 12 in total. The FMC competition requires file
sizes between 1 MB and 5 MB, and this is a good guide for the HVTC categories too. Please
submit as .JPG or .TIF files.

The images, and comments, will be presented by the Competition Judge on the club night of
Wednesday 20th August 2025, with cups awarded to the winners in most categories.

Please submit your digital images to Maarten Vink (mvink@slingshot.co.nz) as email attachments
or through Google Drive. I'll also accept entries on USB data sticks at club nights, but won’t be
there every week.

The close of entries for the 2025 HVTC photo competition is fast approaching — half the
submission period has passed by already. Don’t miss out. Entries must be in by midnight Sunday
20" July. to allow time to collate entries, for the judge to deliberate and for cups to be engraved.

WINNERS OF CUPS LAST YEAR
Please return the cups to the Social Committee by the end of July to allow time for cleaning and
engraving.

Good luck for the competition.

Maarten Vink

Organiser, 2025 HVTC Photo Competition
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT RUAPEHU LODGE

In Out Event

Contact Booking Officer (Alison

Mon 30 June Fri 4 July July School Holiday week 1 Newbald) 027 451 2587

Contact Booking Officer (Alison

Mon 7 July Fri 11 July | July School Holiday week 2 Newbald) 027 451 2587

Mon 08 Sept | Fri 12 Sept Club Spring Ski Week Contact Rachel Bruce 027 486 8961

. October School Holiday Contact Booking Officer (Alison

Mon 22 Sept | Fri 26 Sept week 1 Newbald) 027 451 2587
, October School Holiday Contact Booking Officer (Alison

Mon 29 Sept | Fri3 Oct week 2 Newbald) 027 451 2587

Booking can be done by contacting the Booking Officer Alison Newbald by:
. Email to Ruapehubookings@hvtc.org.nz , or
. Phone to 027 451 2587and leave a message if there is no reply.

So, time to start planning some trips up the mountain whether it be for skiing, climbing or just
rambling around enjoying the fantastic mountain environment.

This list doesn’t mean that you have to go on an organised trip. There are plenty of other

opportunities to use the lodge throughout the winter season for skiing, climbing, ski touring or just
relaxing. Just pick a time, contact the booking officer (details listed above) then come on up.

Alieon Newbald

RUAPEHU ROUNDUP

Mountain News

It is now old news that the ski field on our side of the Mountain is run by Whakapapa Holdings Ltd.
This brings the major benefit of certainty of operation, and it also seems that the new entity is
going to be a lot more friendly towards Clubbies than the old RAL often was. The first evidence of
this comes in the form of the welcome news that people will be allowed to ride up the Rangatira
chair on foot with or without a pack. So those of us whose skis live at the Lodge will once again
be able to use this chair for access. If you have more than one bag or boxes of supplies, WHL
asks that you use the chair in the first or last half hour of the day. Any more complicated requests
should be addressed to Grace Connery, gconnery@whakapapa.com Downloading on the
Rangatira will also once again be allowed, although you will have to be patient and wait until the
lifties are ready for you. Treat them well and they will treat you well!

Parking at Top o’ the Bruce will remain as it has been most recently: overnight parking will be
along the right hand side of the up road, along both sides of the down road, and in car park 2.
Day parks 1, 4, 5 and 6 will be locked overnight. In addition, WHL will be providing marshals on
busy Friday nights to ensure that the available space is used most efficiently.

Follow the latest lodge happenings and mountain news on our Hutt Valley Tramping Club
Ruapehu Lodge Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/HVTCRuapehulodge.

At time of writing, snow is building nicely on the Mountain and Happy Valley is open, meanwhile
the main facilities are waiting for a decent dump before they can operate.
lan Mellpasth
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Lodge News

Ruapehu Lodge window replacement

We have started replacing the original 1970s windows in the lower part of the Ruapehu
lodge. The double glazing had served us well but was past its use by date. Water had
seeped through the timber and built up over time between the double glazing. For many

years it had gone through multiple freeze thaw cycles each season, slowly becoming
cloudier with time.

A few years back some generous donations were made to assist in replacing these windows
with modern double glazing. The extent of the work was a bit uncertain, but some progress
has been made hence this note of thanks to the craftsmen and donors. The first two
windows at the front of the lodge were replaced by removing the old glass and retrofitting
modern double glazing to the modified sashes. The next step was to tackle the more
challenging men’s bathroom windows. In this case the sashes were found to be waterlogged
and needed full replacement. This work was delayed a bit until we were sure the
Whakapapa ski field operatlon was going to continue. So thls year |t is pleasmg to say, at
time of writing, that all 3 men’s . B o
washroom windows are rebuilt and o
glazed. Having

progressed thus far we are confident
about the way forward to complete
the rest of the job.
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So thanks very much to the four
donors, we do appreciate it. We also
are indebted to

Graham Craig and Russell Oliver who
did the first two windows together and
this year

Russell has done a sterling job with
the next 3 windows. They are looking
great!
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Replaced sash and glass on left and two slots awaiting new sashes

okn Simes

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Please welcome Janine Foon and Joanne Browne who have recently rejoined HVTC. We look
forward to joining you on club trips.

Doreen &afb‘o/m;

Membership Officer
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SEEKING A HOUSE-SITTER

We are going overseas to Europe and looking for a house sitter(s) or somebody happy to keep an
eye on our place while we are away. We will be away for 6 weeks (3 August - 14 September).
There is not much to look after. A few plants inside and in a greenhouse. It’s really nice here on
Walter Road, Lowry Bay. Bush at the back, view over the harbour and sunny on a good day.

If you are interested let us know.
Jan and Sharman

021 076 1870
04 586 5060

TRIP REPORTS

GENTLE ANNIE SADDLE AND OLD GENTLE ANNIE
TRACK
5 April 2025

Andrew Robinson

For my Saturday trip | had two objectives: to visit Gentle Annie Saddle and to do as much as
possible of the former route of the Gentle Annie track between the track to Totara Creek and
Donnelly Flat. | was anticipating that most of the route would be off track. From a quick internet
search | found a route used by trail runners that would enable us to achieve the first objective and
| downloaded a digitised 1984 map of the area to help with the second objective.

After crossing the Atiwhakatu Stream on the bridge near
Holdsworth Lodge, Doc, Nick B, Tony J and | turned left and
followed the steep and sometimes slippery track up to the
lookout. 45 minutes from the car park we reached the
lookout where there was no view on account of the clouds
but there was an interesting viewing device, a rotating
sighter mounted on a map of sorts with arrows pointing to
various peaks. | discovered later the thing is called a
toposcope or topograph and the rotating sighter is an
alidade.

Toposcope

After stopping there for morning tea we continued on an unmarked trail which was as least as
good as the marked trail to the lookout had been. In fact, as we got nearer Gentle Annie Saddle
the problem wasn’t no track but more than one track. Before the descent to the saddle we came to
a junction where the route wasn'’t clear. We investigated the route to the right which had some
marker tape which soon proved to be the wrong way but we did find what seemed to be the
remains of a shelter of some description. Following the correct trail, we reached the saddle at
noon. We had a brief stop then we climbed for half an hour to get onto Carrington Ridge. It was a
surprise to see a well-made sign at the junction which we made our lunch stop. A twenty-five-
minute gentle uphill from the junction took us to spot height 801 which marked the junction of the
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Carrington Ridge and the old Gentle
Annie track. After admiring the signs
from yesteryear, we headed off on a
well-worn trail that appeared to be the
old Gentle Annie track. However,
after a few minutes it became clear
that we weren’t on the old Gentle
Annie track, but it was a bit late to
retrace our steps. We carried on and
soon found ourselves on the new
Gentle Annie track. We followed that
down for about half a kilometre then
just before Rocky Lookout we picked
up the old track again. Not far along it

R A A ST N we took a slight diversion off it to what
Magenta line 5/4/25 route was probably the rock from which the
Red line current Gentle Annie track lookout takes its name. When we

Base map NZMS 260 S26 Carterton 1984. resumed the old trail it was

reasonably easy to follow if a bit
greasy at times, but when we lost it briefly we found ourselves not on the old Gentle Annie track
but another old track, heading towards Donnelly Flat. That took us to the new Gentle Annie track
again, but on the other side of that we managed to pick up the old trail to Donnelly Flat. It gets
quite a bit of use by the looks of it and was easy enough to follow. From the bottom of that it was
twenty minutes back to the car park making a total of five and a half hours for the day. Both Tony
and | are keen to go back and do the bits of the old Gentle Annie track that we missed so you
might see a similar trip on the schedule in the not too distant future.

Trip members: Doc Watson, Nick Brownsword, Tony Jaegers and Andrew Robinson (leader)

Ardrew

SUNNY GROVE - MT MCKERROW LOOP
1 June 2025

Leanne Asher

Meeting at the end of Sunny Grove, Wainuiomata, ten of us all
decked out and ready to take on the Sunny Grove — Mt McKerrow
loop — but not as you would think.

We got underway at 8am. A short way along the track we took a not
so obvious track on the right and headed upwards following tags
indicating a trap line. With Chris leading us and Tony bringing up the
rear we were in safe hands keeping on the spur as we continued to
make our way up.

The track levelled off a little before more ascents and a decent down
to Scholes Creek where we crossed and found ourselves on the
climb up again. This was the nature of the tramp — up followed by
down and up we go again. All to made to keep you on your toes
throughout the tramp.

9 BJFM/H&V/Vol78/No06




Upon reaching a track intersection Jan, Sharman, and Ann peeled off on an alternate route
making their way to Mt McKerrow before making their way back to Sunny Grove.

The remainder of the group continued and made a decent to Graces Stream. It felt like a moment
of déja vu as we neared the creak thinking we had already been here.

The group decided rather than climbing on a full stomach we start the climb and have lunch
further up the track. After snacks and hydrating we started the clime up. Let us just say it was a
steady climb.

A few of us in the group have a fascination for fungi. This trip certainly delivered with varied
species found and photographed. It also was a good excuse to have a quick stop to take a
breather as we checked them out.

We found a knob which was the perfect spot to stop for lunch. And what
do you know, small specimens of fungi seen and photoshoots got
underway.

Continuing, we made our way to Mt McKerrow. At the marker point what
better way to mark the spot than to have our leader perch atop the pole
for a picture.

Making our way from Mt McKerrow to point 680 did not disappoint —
mud, mud, and more mud. Scrambling through scrub, missed steps into
mud ankle deep and even calf deep we got ourselves through with great
views out across the value through to Wellington harbour.

We made our way along the Brigade Camp Track, a slow decent until we got to the point where

we foIIowed the spur down taklng us back down to the main track out to Sunny Grove. To add to
i the interest of our descent, Chris decided to make the map on her
phone redundant and use her sKkills to guide us down. And get us

{ down she did, even if we were making plans to feed the tallest

&8l person to the dogs if we landed in someone’s back yard!

As the trip details indicated, we were mostly off the main marked
tracks, lots of route finding and threw in some navigation skills to
add to the interest. We certainly had all of this across the 8hours 20
minutes that we were out for.

Thank you to Chris and Tony for leading us on an interesting day tramp.
Participants were Andrew, Ann, Chris, Jan, Jude, Kirsten, Leanne, Shane and Sharman, and

Tony
Leame

TURERE LODGE

Sunday 1 June
Jackie West

Nine of us travelled to the Catchpool in the club van. On exiting the van in the car park we were
struck by how cold it was in contrast to the warmth of the Hutt Valley so were quick to don extra
layers. Three others joined us and at 9.40 am we set off on the Orongorongo Loop track as the
usual track was “closed for maintenance.”
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We stopped for morning tea at the Midway Bridge where Clare and Doc each offered a sample of
their baking which were quickly devoured. When we arrived at the Lodge just before midday part
of the veranda was in the sun so most of the group sat there and admired the view up the
Orongorongo River as they ate. We also looked out at a temporary fence DOC has erected to
keep people away from the eroding cliff face.

o N

j‘, We left at 12.30 and as we approached the main track
® the next group of visitors arrived. At weekends the
- » Orongorongo track is very busy with trampers walking in
and out and number of them had dogs so we were
=t Pleased to note that all dogs we saw were on a leash.
| There was a brief stop at Midway Bridge before we
e continued our walk to the car park.

We were milling around by the van not in a hurry to
head home when a young man dashed up and asked if
= we had jumper leads. Doc responded by getting into the
~| van and reaching for the red metal box under the front
row of passenger seats. He then disappeared with the
young
man to a car near the entrance to the car park.
Eventually the rest of the Hutt Valleys joined Doc in
order to watch the action. There was a group of
young people and their second car was fortunately
parked next to the car with the flat battery. The flat
battery car had to be pushed into a position where
the two batteries could be connected and within a
short time life returned to the battery. Doc
instructed the driver to turn on the ignition and a
large black cloud of exhaust fumes billowed out of
the exhaust pipe. The group probably didn’t realise
how lucky they were that Doc and our van with the
jumper leads happened to be there. Jumper leads in need.

T

Veranda in the sun.

Thanks to Marina for leading an enjoyable walk. The team that joined her were: Doc Watson, Mike
and Kathy Priest, Clare Kelly, Doreen Courtney, Jackie and Chris West, Sarah Spencer, Heather
Campbell, Sally Babbington and Mimi Hodis

Vackie

ECCLESFIELD SILVERSTREAM

Sunday 8 June
Jackie West

The temperature was a crisp 2 degrees at 9.30 on a still, sunny morning as we started up the
track at the end of Chichester Drive. Instead of taking the sidle track to Ecclesfield Reserve as we
had done on previous occasions we continued up the hill which meant we did get some sun and
views. We went past our usual lunch spot which a few people recognised. We stopped frequently
for some keen photographers who were photographing the many different fungi which are plentiful
at this time of the year. We had morning tea in the sun among some felled pine trees.
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On reaching the high point of 155m we were where the fire of January 2023 finished and the track
was being hidden by the rapidly growing gorse and pampas grass. We dropped down to a patch
of native bush and came out at the top of Chatsworth Road. After a brief look around, we retraced
our steps for a short distance before taking the route to the two reservoirs where we admired the
view up the valley to the Tararuas topped by an icing sugar dusting of snow.

We turned back and took the first route up towards point 155 moving as quickly as possible
through the overhanging gorse. As we reached the top of the hill, we realised we had gone too far
to our right. Patrick consulted his phone and informed us we were 85 metres from the track. He
then set off bush bashing in the direction of the track. Sharman spotted a possible route through
trees with very little under growth which proved the be the better way. Once back on the track we
quickly found ourselves back at our morning tea spot. It was too early for lunch so we continued
our journey to Ecclesfield Reserve.

N

Z%@® \\e had lunch at the bench where we
usually had morning tea after which we
took the track towards the main entrance.
, We stopped to regroup at a track junction
only to discover we were missing one
person. There was some shouting from

: us to which there was a faint response.

i~ After a short wait Graeme and Patrick
then set off to find the missing person
who was on the track we had come in on.
| After a walk through Ecclesfield we

A\ reached the sidle track which links with

¢ the track from Chichester Drive. After a

| forty-minute walk we returned to the cars
¥ having enjoyed a cool but pleasant five
hour walk

Lunch in Ecclesfield ” | On the tramp were Leanne Asher, Kate
Livingston, Doreen Courtnay, Sharman
Robertson, Jan Arts, David Barnes, Patrick Fotheringham, Graeme and Carolyn Lyons and
leaders Chris and Jackie West.
Ned
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The views expressed in the articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Hutt
Valley Tramping Club. Any queries or comments should be directed to the writer of the article.
Contributions to the Hills & Valleys are welcomed and encouraged but all are accepted on the
understanding that the Editor has the authority to make minor changes if deemed necessary, refer
back to the contributor for amendment, or return the contribution for amendment by the Writer.
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